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Provocateur 


By Matthew Corey 


It’s No Sacrif ice...At All! 


A fter 20 years of plummeting gas prices (see graph), oil- 
producing states decided last year that they had had 
enough, dadgummit. In a low-grade revival of their 
bravura 1973 run, the Oil Producing and Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) gang, and joined by nonmembers Norway and 
Mexico, partially reinstated cartel production limits. 

Like a cheetah eyeing a particularly slovenly gazelle on the 
African savannah, OPEC could not have missed the U.S.'s massive 
increase in gasoline consumption (up 25% since 1990). For the 
first time since the Gulf War, the group has cornered 45% of the 
American market. One can almost hear the Venezuelans' fiendish 
chortles to their Nigerian counterparts: "What are the gringos 
going to do? Drive less?" 

Now, American culture of late has re-embraced '70's stalwarts 
like glam rock and Brooke Shields as if they'd never left, but the 
perceived return to Energy Crisis-level gas prices has been greet¬ 
ed with great rending of polyester garments. 

A little history: the lesson we got from the last crisis is that 
when faced with sustained hikes in the price of gas-at a time 
when real incomes were stagnant-Americans and their govern¬ 
ment did something remarkable. Thanks to the CAFE fuel efficien¬ 
cy standards enacted by Congress in the '70's, America decreased 
its reliance on fossil fuels. Houses got better insulation, ther¬ 
mostats were dropped to a lip-bluing 68 degrees, and Detroit was 
forced to design more efficient cars. Sadly, every inch of ground 
gained in emissions efficiency since 1980 has now been lost, 
thanks to the proliferation of the sport utility vehicle. 

Interestingly, SUV's have been around for some years now; 
their effects on traffic, pollution, gory collisions, and our under¬ 
whelming new Energy Crisis are clear. And from our ordinarily 
braying leaders? Silence. They learned well, my son, from the rep¬ 
resentative man of another age, one President Jimmy Carter. 

Jimbo was ridiculed for suggesting that unlimited petroleum 
consumption might not be such a hot idea: economically, geopo- 
litically (see Kuwait, 1990), or environmentally. Was it the deliv¬ 
ery? I still remember the pasty, doleful neck folding turtlelike over 
the too-tight cardigan-Carter's piteous eyes watering as he 
beseeched us to at least try our vegetables: deferral of comfort, 
physical exercise in lieu of motorized travel and what he general- 
ly-and for his fellow Americans, poisonously—ca I led "sacrifice". 

Cut to 2000. Well-meaning people may disagree on the right¬ 
ness of our grand crusades as a people (Kosovo, impeachment, 
whether Elian will miss May Day in Havana), but to suggest that 
they have drenched us in national sacrifice is a bit much. And 
why should we? At no time in history has the United States had 
such a flattering, bowing-and-scraping political class. From what 
I hear, we're doing a-okay. 

That said, New York has excepted itself in this regard. Its 
noble, ramrod-spirited public serv... Ha! Just kidding! Here is the 
rundown on how your elected officials have "distinguished" 
themselves in the past few weeks of passions at the pump. 

•U.S. Senator Charles Schumer: Chuck has called 
for the release of oil from the Strategic Petroleum 
Reserves, which, like it sounds, is reserved for 
national emergencies. Never come near this man 
with a headache, he'll sic the CPR paddles on you. 

•State Senate Majority Leader Joe Bruno (with 


the backing of Mayor Rudy Giuliani): Displaying a 
wizardlike command of supply and demand, Bruno 
has called for the elimination of the state's sales tax 
on gasoline, which will cause an increase in demand, 
fueling further price increases. 

•Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver: He advocates 
Bruno Lite, a summer-only repeal, claiming that the 
surplus will absolve all fiscal sins, including the crim¬ 
inal (from a Manhattan politician!) transfer of 
resources from subway expansion to driving. 

•Capitol Hill: The gas tax of 1993, passed by Vice- 
President Al Gore's dramatic tie-breaking vote, is 
credited with delivering us from 30 years of deficits. 
Congressmembers who are willing to repeal it for 
short-term political gain? A majority. Members who 
have spoken loudly for conservation as a better, safer 
alternative? Very few. 

It's like we're electing the Prom Queen, and the whole gang's 
afraid of unpopularity. But maybe the question of cutting con¬ 
sumption has been framed in exactly the wrong way: it's the fat¬ 
ter, sicker, time-wasting status quo that's the real sacrifice. 

Fuel efficiency will save us money to invest in new industries. 
Cycling is supremely healthy and fun. Improved air quality will 
reduce a host of respiratory ailments and even certain cancers. 
Mass transit can literally save dying neighborhoods and 
untouched wilderness at the same time. And as unpopular as they 
may be, gas taxes reward the development of cleaner forms of 
energy. If this is sacrifice, count me in. 


U.S. drivers complaining about high gas prices should try filling up else¬ 
where in the world. In mid-March, when motorists in the New York region 
were griping about prices that averaged $1.79 a gallon, drivers overseas 
were shelling out twice or even three times as much. 
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Statistics: U.S. Departments of Transportation and Energy 


Provocateur is an exploration of ideas related to cycling, walking, or the impact of car 
culture on how we live. It is intended to provoke indignation, reflection and just plain 
thought. Provocateur does not reflect the official position of Transportation Alternatives. 
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Publisher’s Letter 


Great Expectations 

O nce a long, long time ago, in a place called New York City, a mayor strove to 
make Central Park car-free, convert Madison Avenue to a pedestrian street, 
and build a Second Avenue subway. John Lindsay, mayor from 1966-1973, put 
these goals at the top of his second term agenda, and he probably would have 
succeeded if not for the unconstitutional and now defunct Board of Estimates. Lindsay 
wasn't alone. The city was alive with activism and action-T.A. was founded in 1973. 

Lindsay had a deep interest in the physical city despite other pressing concerns. He 
understood that restraining the automobile is profoundly important to everyday life in 
the city. Thirty years later, after a long dark age of budget crises, disinvestment, crime 
and deteriorating public spaces, the city is flush. The subways are almost rebuilt, and the 
great parks restored-but still diminished-by intrusive car traffic. Yet, in this new Gilded 
Age, during a moment of what should be profound optimism, the city is utterly failing to 
deal with the most fundamental problems: poor schools; encroachment on the water 
supply; garbage; polluted air; traffic clogged streets; inadequate public transit. 

Driving-or diminishing-public expectations is the strong-willed Mayor Giuliani. His 
cramped vision of NYC as a destination for suburban motorists has left these important 
problems unaddressed and the streets littered with pedestrian barricades and dominated 
by traffic jams. Ironically, the mayor's successful fight against crime renewed public con¬ 
fidence in public spaces-thus opening the way for car-free parks and a pedestrian- 
friendly city. These things have not happened. Instead, it appears the mayor's truly great 
success is his ability to diminish public expectations so much that no one expects him to 
deal with the big issues, transportation and otherwise. No editorialists note the mayor's 
failure to fight for a Second Avenue subway or fair 
transit plan, or take on traffic by considering tolls on 
East River Bridges and hiking parking fees. That job is 
left to Transportation Alternatives and our allies. We do 
actually expect the mayor and the rest of government 
to address the important issues of the day. 



c tft’s not goodbye, it’s just 


"see ya latent ” 


T.A. bids a fond farewell to 
Sharon Soons, our out¬ 
standing Director of 
Membership and Events. 
The hundreds of volun- 
. teers who pass through 
our doors will miss her 
familiar face and leadership. 
Sharon is taking over as Communications 
Director at the NY League of Conservation 
Voters (LCV), the powerful political arm of 
the statewide environmental movement. In 
her 3 1/2 year tenure at T.A., Sharon 


moved mountains. She recruited untold 
volunteers for tasks ranging from creating 
computer mapping systems to stuffing 
envelopes. She rigorously streamlined T.A.'s 
membership system and established the 
NYC Century Bike Tour as one of the pre¬ 
mier rides in the nation. She also created 
volunteer night, the engine of T.A.'s mass 
mailing machine. Not content to rest on 
her laurels, Sharon has served as manag¬ 
ing editor of this publication and burned 
the midnight oil to get it to press on time. 
This jack of all trades and master of many 


came to T.A. from the Tri-State Transporta¬ 
tion Campaign. At LCV she continues her 
powerful contribution to New York's envi¬ 
ronmental movement. 

T.A. welcomes Seth Asher as our new 
Director of Membership and Events. Seth 
is a core member of T.A.'s Brooklyn 
Committee and a ride leader with the 
Five Borough Bicycle Club. In his former 
life he was a financial advisor. Please give 
Seth a rousing welcome. Call him to 
volunteer for T.A. 
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Cycling News 



Speak up to Support the Second Avenue Bike Lane 


i 


ord has it that businesses are complaining about the 
Second Avenue bike lane. While it is unclear what 
the exact complaints are, it is clear that cyclists 
need to voice 

Wilbur Chapman 
Commissioner 

NYC Department of Transportation 
40 Worth St. 

New York, NY 10013 


their support for the lane to 
let our elected officials know 
how valuable it is. 

The Second Avenue lane, 
striped in 1998, is the 
youngest bike lane in Man¬ 
hattan and one of only three 
which sport a five-foot-wide 
striped buffer between the 
lane and cars. This important 
East Village lane runs from 
14th Street to Houston 

Street, and is the southbound counterpart to the popular 
Lafayette Avenue lane. The only complaint about the lane should 
be that it does not extend farther to the north and south. 

Write to NYC DOT Commissioner Wilbur Chapman and Coun- 
cilmember Margarita Lopez; let them know how much you appre¬ 
ciate the Second Avenue bike lane. 


Councilmember Lopez 
237 1st Ave. Suite 405 
New York, NY 10003 
lopez@council.nyc.ny.us 
Fax: 212.614.8813 


Just one of the thousands of cyclists who relish the presence of the Second 
Avenue bike lane every day. 


Image is Everything 



^hen it comes to politics and marketing, perception is 
reality. Unfortunately, in New York City, the image of 
bicyclists is not exactly shining. It is an indisputable 
fact that cars hit about 10,000 pedestrians a year- 
tens of these on the sidewalk. But it also true that disrespectful 
cyclists, especially those who cut off pedestri¬ 
ans in crosswalks and ride on sidewalks, have 
engendered tremendous ill will. There seems to 
be something specially intrusive, and personal, 
about a bicycle crossing a pedestrian's path. 

This public anger is especially powerful in 
Manhattan, where heavy cycling activity, 
especially commercial cyclists-restaurant 
delivery people in particular-has hit a nerve. 

Elected officials and community boards repre¬ 
senting these neighborhoods have commented 
to T.A. that complaints about bikes on side¬ 
walks are a leading quality of life concern. This 
antagonism towards cycling undermines 
efforts to improve conditions for cyclists and 
has spurred punitive anti-cycling legislation in 
the City Council and community opposition to 
bicycle lanes. 

Three years ago, T.A. launched Give 
Respect/Get Respect outreach events to educate cyclists and 
motorists and positively engage elected officials and community 
leaders. Nine Give/Get events have shown T.A.'s seriousness about 
eradicating the unlawful behavior that so infuriates the public. 
Also recently, West Side Councilmembers Christine Quinn and 
Ronnie Eldridge sent letters, in cooperation with T.A., to local 
police commanders requesting they boost outreach to restaurant 




Kozmo.com sets a high standard for messenger 
gear, helping to professionalize the job. 


owners who use bikes for 
deliveries. T.A. has repeatedly 
urged the police to base this 
new outreach on their effective 
"Bar Car" liquor law program conduct¬ 
ed on the Upper East Side. 

The on-going consolidation of the bicycle 
messenger industry and emergence of big 
bike-based firms like Kozmo.com and Urban 
Fetch has created new opportunities to pro¬ 
fessionalize commercial cycling and improve 
the overall image of city cyclists. Kozmo.com 
considers its 300-plus riders a key part of its 
overall marketing and public relations plan. 
Their cyclists are outfitted in bright orange 
helmets, bags and jerseys with a prominent 
logo and are offered discounted safety gear. 
Riders undergo two days of safety training 
and are paid competitive hourly wages, 
rather than a "per delivery" rate. Other large 
messenger companies are also outfitting 
their cyclists in company jerseys, suggesting 
they are taking a stake in how their messen¬ 
gers behave. (Though city law already 
requires the business to be identified on the bike and the rider's 
upper body, and that the rider carry an ID card, many businesses 
do not comply, making their delivery people anonymous.) 

Messengers and food delivery cyclists are only part of the 
cycling scene. Other everyday riders can do their part to be good 
will ambassadors for cycling by staying off of sidewalks and yield¬ 
ing to pedestrians-even when they're wrong. 
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Susan Boyle 


Cycling News 


Transit Cops Park In Bike Lane-Again! 


O nce again Transit Police stationed at 145th Street and St. 
Nicholas Avenue are parking their cars on the bike lane 
between 146th Street and 145th Street. Last summer 
Transit Police painted over the bike lane and set up angle 
parking in its place. The bike lane was reinstalled after many 
protests, including an article in the NY Post, complaints from T.A. 
and pressure from Councilmember Stanley Michels. As of mid- 
April, though, angle parking across the width of the lane is back. 

To highlight the 

Write to: 

Councilmember Stanley Michels 
425 W 144th St. 

New York, NY 10031 
Email: michels@council.nyc.ny.us 
Phone:212-788-7700 
Fax:212-788-7712 


illegal obstruction of 
the lane and symboli¬ 
cally reclaim the space 
for cyclists, on April 15 
T.A. used toilet paper to 
re-stripe the lanes over 
the parked cars. This 
elicited extreme anger 
from an officer who quickly removed the paper. He told the group 
of ten cyclists that "the police have special permission to park 
here and the next time the cars are touched everyone will be 
arrested." Another officer was more understanding. He sympa¬ 
thized and recognized the safety hazard, but noted, "they need 
somewhere to park." Sadly, the officers appear uninterested in 
respecting the excellent bike lane that runs by their precinct, or in 
even utilizing the mass transit they work so hard to make safe. 

Contact Councilmember Stanley Michels: thank him for help¬ 
ing to get the bike lanes re-striped back in July, and request his 
help in clearing the lane of parked cars permanently. 



CityRacks In Full Bloom 


T o the credit of the NYCDOT Bicy¬ 
cle Program and especially the 
former CityRacks Program Man¬ 
ager John Graham, 892 new bicy¬ 
cle racks will be installed by the end of 
June. Following common sense siting 
standards, Graham has made hundreds of 
cyclists and store owners happy by 
installing racks at or near their requested 


Parking Anyone? Try one of a dozen racks, like this 
one, installed on and around Bedford Avenue in 
Williamsburg, Brooklyn 


locations. Graham's 
"can do" approach is a 
positive contrast to 
the restrictive and 
unrealistic siting 
standards which par¬ 
alyzed rack installa¬ 
tion for years. 

The act of bolting down some 1700 
bike racks has not been easy. Back in 
February of 1994, The Villager proclaimed 
that "Cyclists may find a big crop of bike 
racks turning up thanks to a large federal 
grant Transportation Alternatives has 
secured." Now, six years and countless 
meetings, phone calls and letters later, 
that "big crop" is finally yielding fruit. 


YEAR Number of racks installed 

Pre 2000 

650 

2000 

892 

2001 

800 

Total CityRacks: 

2,342 




T.A. Urges Cops to 
Safeguard Bikes 
After Crashes 


Write to: 

Chief John Scanlon 
Chief of Patrol 
1 Police Plaza 
New York, NY 10003 


T he last 

thing an 
injured 
cyclist 
needs to worry 
about is the fate 
of his or her bike. But for many of the 
3,500 NYC bicyclists struck every year, the 
pain of a crash is compounded by the need 
to cajole cops or EMS workers into taking 
their bikes. Obviously, the best thing the 
cops can do is make the streets safer. But 
they can also put crash victims at ease by 
watching after their bikes. To this end, T.A. 
is asking the police department to provide 
a voucher and take a victim's bicycle to the 
nearest police precinct for retrieval later by 
the owner or a friend. T.A. hopes to see 
police brass issue a rule to this effect soon. 

Write and ask top cop Scanlon to help 
cyclists after crashes. (Send T.A. a copy.) 
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Cycling News 


Emergency Call Boxes For The Williamsburg Bridge 


I mmediately after a rash of muggings 
on the Williamsburg Bridge bicycle 
and pedestrian path last fall, the 
Police Department's 7th Precinct 
beefed up patrols on the bridge. In addi¬ 
tion, they committed to installing solar- 


Write to: 

Captain Alan Cooper 
Commanding Officer 
Seventh Precinct 
19 1/2 Pitt St. 

New York, NY 10002 


powered Emer¬ 
gency Call 
Boxes. As bridge 
mugging reports 
dropped, howev¬ 
er, the Call 
Boxes slipped 
off the NYPD's to-do list. 

This spring, T.A. and Councilmember 
Margarita Lopez renewed the call for Emer¬ 
gency Call Boxes on the bridge. Call Boxes, 
which should be standard equipment for all 
of NYC bridges' bike and pedestrian paths, 
are glaringly absent on the Williamsburg 
Bridge. Captain Alan Cooper of the 7th 
Precinct responded, stating that 5-7 phones 
will be installed, although no timeline was 



Though better lit and smoother than the path on the north side was, there are still dangerous spots. Above, a 
spot where muggers could hide under the unlit bridge towers. 


given. The phones, with added police 
patrols on the bridge path, will greatly 
improve safety for the over 1,000 daily 
users of the bridge path. 

Write to Captain Cooper at the 7th 


precinct to thank them for their commit¬ 
ment to safety on the Williamsburg Bridge 
with the installation of emergency phones 
and to urge them to get put them in place 
by the end of May. 


Heads Up On The Brooklyn Bridge 

J ust a reminder-with the nearing completion of the Brooklyn Bridge Manhattan 
side approach, cyclists will be switched to the north side of the promenade and 
peds will be moved to the south side. The switch is an effort to eliminate conflicts 
that occur when pedestrians (read: tourists) meander over to the south side of the 
path to get a better photo of Lady Liberty. 

The DOT says appropriate changes will be made on the north side of promenade to 
eliminate hazardous obstacles for cyclists. Changes include: moving the stanchions along 
the north side of the promenade to allow for added width, closing the stairwell leading 
to the subway and narrowing the stairwell leading underneath the bridge. 



The temporary exit/entrance will soon be replaced with a path side switch. 



Goodbye to 
Abhorred 

Queensboro Bridge 
Shuttle Bus 

B ecause of construction, cyclists and 
pedestrians will have full-time, 
car-free use of the Queensboro 
Bridge's South Outer Roadway, starting 
April 24th, until July 31. After that, 
cyclists and pedestrians will be switched 
back to the permanent bike and pedestri¬ 
an lane on the North Outer Roadway. 

After 30 years of fighting for a perma¬ 
nent bridge path on the Queensboro and 
after dealing with a second-rate, part-time, 
bike and pedestrian lane, cyclists can see 
the light at the end of the tunnel. Finally, 
waiting for the shuttle bus on the evening 
commute home is a thing of the past. 
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From the Bx to Cal: the word on the 
street is “Safe Routes to School” 



A ll over the country, local and state agencies 
are setting up school-based traffic calming 
programs similar to The Bronx Safe Routes to 
School(SRTS), which has been an initiative of 
T.A., the Office of the Bronx Borough President and the 
Governor's Traffic Safety Committee since 1997. Each 
program's approach may vary, but they all share com¬ 
mon goals and employ the same solution: they seek to 
make the street safer for one of the most vulnerable 
groups of road users-children-while using traffic 
calming to encourage more kids to walk or bike to 
school. 

Some of the notable examples of SRTS programs 
that have emerged recently include: 

• National: The House of Representatives' Commit¬ 
tee on Transportation and Infrastructure is look¬ 
ing to pilot modest Safe Routes to School 
traffic-calming programs in Chicago, IL and 
Marin County, CA. The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention also recently published a guide to 
promoting safe routes to school initiatives. 

• California: The state recently approved legisla¬ 
tion mandating 1/3 of the federal money given 
to the state for transportation safety-about 
$20 million per year-go towards traffic calm¬ 
ing measures around schools. 

• New England: The Conservation Law Founda¬ 
tion is seeking funds to set up a Safe Routes to 
School Program in Rhode Island. 

The Bronx Safe Routes to School program is the 
national model in the push for traffic calming around 
elementary schools. The 37-school program uses a 
highly participatory planning process which develops 
community support for traffic calming changes early 
on and smoothes the way for DOT to construct the 
devices. At right are a few other "tools of the trade" 
that Safe Routes to School relies on. 



The Bronx Safe Routes really knows where planners and engineers understand how peo- 

kids are coming from. Pedestrian 'desire line' pie really use the streets. This map of PS 6 is 

maps, developed by the Project for Public compiled from many parent walking surveys. 

Spaces, help the Safe Routes' Study Team of Each line represents a child's route to school. 



Graduated circles show where crashes 
involving pedestrians under 14 have 
occurred. Safe Routes to School uses com¬ 
puter generated crash maps at several 
phases of the project. First, community 


board crash maps help determine which 
schools are selected to participate each 
year. Later, crash maps of the streets 
around the school give planners and engi¬ 
neers a history of the area's crashes. 
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Ellen Cavanagh 




































Reclaiming the Streets 


Board 2 Strives to Subdue the Car 


M anhattan's Community Board 
2 covers the West and East 
Villages and the NoHo and 
SoHo districts, stretching 
from the Hudson River to the Bowery 
and from 14th Street to Canal Street. 
Undoubtedly, the community faces 
some of the worst traffic in NYC. The 
car-crunched neighborhood includes 
the pedestrian danger zone at 
Sheridan Square, the nightmare on 
Canal Street and giant illegal trucks 
barreling down Broome Street. Battling 
this crisis is CB2's Traffic Strategies 
Subcommittee, formed in 1994. 

The subcommittee has consis¬ 
tently pushed a progressive agenda 
of traffic calming and traffic reduc¬ 
tion. It identifies traffic and pedes¬ 
trian issues, works with the 
community to define the problem 
and devise solutions, and then urges 
action by city and state agencies. One of 
its recent efforts was a well-attended 
forum on how community planning can 
help solve traffic problems. The result is an 
effective, a 11-too-ra re collaborative 
process of decision-making aimed at 
improving the pedestrian environment and 


reducing the impact of cars. Whereas 
many other community boards act as a foil 
to community traffic and pedestrian safety 
concerns-either burying community traf¬ 


fic calming requests in mounds of paper¬ 
work and bureaucracy or opposing them 
outright-CB 2 has recognized that NYC is 
a pedestrian city, and to preserve neigh¬ 
borhood character means taming the car. 

The committee has repeatedly pushed 
for traffic calming and pedestrian improve¬ 
ments such as extended sidewalks, high visi¬ 


bility crosswalks, increased pedestrian cross¬ 
ing time, and 'daylighting' corners. Priority 
locations include Mulry Square, Bleecker St. 
from Lafayette to the Bowery, Spring St. 
from Broadway to Lafayette, Mercer 
St. from W. 4th to Houston, Canal St. 
from the Bowery to Route 9A, Sheri¬ 
dan Square, Washington St., and in 
front of PS 41 on W. 11th Street. The 
Committee also approved the proposal 
to widen 8th Street sidewalks between 
Broadway and 6th Avenue, supported 
by the Village Alliance BID, Trans¬ 
portation Alternatives and the Depart¬ 
ment of Transportation. 

CB2's efforts on behalf of traffic 
calming and pedestrian safety are 
laudable. Unfortunately, the Depart¬ 
ment of Transportation has a poor 
record of follow-through and imple¬ 
mentation. Witness the decade-long 
struggle to improve pedestrian safety at 
Mulry and Sheridan Squares and the con¬ 
tinued plague of illegal truck traffic and 
pedestrian carnage on Canal Street. Trans¬ 
portation Alternatives joins CB2 in 
demanding that DOT implement timely 
and effective solutions to the myriad traf¬ 
fic problems afflicting this district. 



Sheridan Square would greatly benefit from traffic calming. 


Where’s the Traffic Calming? 


T he passage ofT.A.'s NYC Traffic Calming Law in September 
1999 was a landmark moment for pedestrian safety and 
neighborhood quality of life. The law makes it clear that 
the city is allowed to use new traffic calming tools such 
as extended sidewalks, raised crosswalks, slow-speed zones in 
residential neighborhoods, and more effective speed humps that 
were previously resisted because of the state-mandated "design 
speed" of 30 m.p.h. in NYC. 


Write to: 

Deputy Mayor Joe Lhota 
City Hall 

New York, NY 10007 


However, despite Mayor 
Giuliani's enthusiastic endorse¬ 
ment, the NYC Department of 
Transportation has thus far not 
used the law in any form, and a 
November letter from the 
Neighborhood Streets Network requesting a meeting with Deputy 
Mayor Joe Lhota to discuss the law went unanswered. Meanwhile, 
neighborhoods all over the city continue to clamor for relief from 
dangerous and oppressive traffic. 

T.A. sent Lhota another letter in early April renewing our request 
for a meeting to discuss how and where to begin implementing 
slower speeds and traffic calming. T.A.'s agenda for the meeting 
would include a basic citywide traffic calming plan, a working list of 
initial pilot traffic calming projects, an agreement on standards for 
traffic calming projects in all five boroughs and a statement of total 
funds dedicated to speed humps and other traffic calming methods. 


T.A. hopes to meet with DOT in the next several weeks, and to see 
steps towards greater use of the law by the fall. 

Write to Deputy Mayor Joe Lhota and let him know that you 
want to see the NYC Traffic Calming Law put into use. 


'Human Bowling Alley' on Queens Boulevard 

Queens Boulevard is one of the most hazardous streets for walking in 
NYC, with more than 50 pedestrian deaths since 1993. Cars tear down 
the ten-to-twelve lane boulevard and create a great divide that area 
residents cross at their own peril. Recently, in a particularly gruesome 
incident, a 26-year-old Brooklyn man was the victim of a hit-and-run 
on New Year's Eve when he was struck by two cars in succession and 
dragged four blocks to his death. 

A recent study funded by the Queens borough president's 
office and Councilmember Karen Koslowitz found that, during 
rush hours, pedestrians often had only 33 seconds to cross the 
average 170-foot wide boulevard. Even more dangerous, lights 
were timed at 38 mph on the 30 mph road, thus encouraging 
rampant speeding. While the city has increased pedestrian cross¬ 
ing time at certain intersections, it has been slow to act on many 
of the study's recommendations and has yet to commit to signifi¬ 
cant pedestrian improvements such as neckdowns and widened 
pedestrian refuges. Meanwhile, Queens Boulevard remains a no 
man's land. 
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DOT Turns Traffic Calming Program On Head 


A t a March 30th meeting 
of the Traffic Calming 
Task Force, NYCDOT 
Brooklyn Borough Com¬ 
missioner Kathy Keegan outraged 
neighborhood groups by repeatedly 
claiming that motorist "safety con¬ 
cerns" preclude standard traffic 
calming practices in Downtown 
Brooklyn. Her spurious safety claim 
came in response to sharp commu¬ 
nity questioning about DOT'S pro¬ 
posed pilot projects. The 
community consensus is that the 
engineering designs proposed by 
DOT for the pilot are so watered 
down that the traffic calming 
devices will be useless. This is 
extremely important because the 
pilot projects are a preview of the final 
traffic calming plan. 

The purpose of the project is to make 
pedestrians safer and to reduce the impact 
of cars on the quality of life in Downtown 
Brooklyn. This means slower speeds and 
pedestrian-friendly street design. Keegan's 
statements indicate that DOT'S goal for 
this project is to have as little impact on 
drivers as possible. An example of this is 
Commissioner Keegan's assertion that 



Too good for Brooklyn. The intersection of Hicks and Pierrepont Streets, 
which DOT has proposed raising by two inches. The international standard 
for raised intersections is four inches. 


raised intersections and crosswalks can 
not be built any higher than two inches 
because of "safety concerns." However, in 
their technical memorandum on traffic 
calming devices, the project consultants 
Ove Arup and Partners themselves stated 
that "raised crosswalks are constructed 3- 
4 inches above the roadway surface," and 
the international design consensus for 
"raised traffic calming platforms" is 
between 4 and 5 inches. Raised crosswalks 
and intersections have been built at this 


jt _ j£ height in countless locations 

across the U.S. and around the 
world, with no evidence that 
they are unsafe to motorists. 
There is, however, indisputable 
evidence that they slow vehicles 
and increase pedestrian safety. 
Conversely, a case study in The 
Institute of Transportation Engi¬ 
neers' seminal Traffic Calming: 
State of the Practice found that 
a two-inch platform could just 
barely be felt at 60 mph. 

The pilot projects are meant 
to test the limits of the possibil¬ 
ities of traffic calming in Down¬ 
town Brooklyn. By prioritizing 
the movement of cars over the 
safety of pedestrians, NYCDOT is 
turning its back on the communities that 
have worked for the past five years to 
bring this project to fruition. The agency is 
undermining the project consultants' traf¬ 
fic calming expertise. If Commissioner 
Keegan holds to her absurd "safety" 
claims, the Downtown Brooklyn Traffic 
Calming project will be weak and ineffec¬ 
tual and it will ultimately fail to make 
walking safer or to reduce air pollution, 
noise and traffic. 


Pedestrian Barricades 

O nce again, the City has penned in pedestrians with new 
crosswalk barricades at 3rd Ave. and 51st Street, and 8th 
Ave. and 45th Street. Additional barricades are proposed 
for 6th Ave. and 49th Street and 5th Ave. and 45th Street. 
Midtown pedestrians outnumber motor vehicles by more than 15-1, 
and the barricaded crosswalks subject pedestrians to more crowding 
and delays on already jammed sidewalks. T.A. found that existing bar¬ 
ricades in Midtown contributed to 19,000 additional jaywalkers a 
day. Rather than taking away valuable pedestrian space in a misguid- 



Walk this way - or not? Barricades end up putting more pedestrians in the street. 


Rear Ugly Heads Again 



ed attempt to speed motor vehicle traffic, the City should be widen¬ 
ing sidewalks, creating auto-free zones and increasing funding to the 
upcoming five-year transit rebuilding program. 

In late March, Transportation Alternatives, Environmental 
Defense, Natural Resources Defense Council, NYC Environmental 
Justice Alliance, Project for Public Spaces, Straphangers Campaign 
and the Tri-State Transportation Campaign sent a group letter to 
Mayor Giuliani demanding that he order the police to remove the 
barricades and place a moratorium on any new pedestrian barri¬ 
cades. State Senator Tom Duane also sent a strong letter decrying 
the lack of community consultation and the Mayor's overall course 
on Midtown congestion. 
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Pressure Points 


There Are NO Good Reasons for Cars in Central or Prospect Parks 


Cars make the parks safer. 

O ln Prospect Park, more violent crimes are committed while 
cars are in the park. One reason: walkers, joggers, cyclists 
and other park users are far more likely to notice a crime than dri¬ 
vers speeding past, sealed in their cars. All 
other things being equal, more people in 
a given area usually means more crime, 
because of more human interaction. But 
when it comes to parks, more people 
means safer parks. 

If the parks are closed to 
w cars, more traffic will 
cleg neighborhood streets 
surrounding the park. 

® A massive 1998 British govern¬ 
ment study of 50 locations around 
the world conclusively shows that 
reducing street space actually reduces 
traffic. (See page 12 of this issue.) It's 
the opposite of "If you build it they will 
come." Here in New York City, the closure 
of Washington Square Park to cars in 1958 resulted in an overall 
reduction in traffic in Greenwich Village. When the elevated West 
Side Highway was closed in 1973, all north-south traffic in Man¬ 
hattan declined by 8°/o overall by 1975. During the annual two- 
week car-free period at Marathon time, the streets surrounding 
Central Park are no more congested than normal. Motorists take 
whatever route is quickest. If park shortcuts are closed, drivers 
will stay on routes better equipped to handle traffic. A three- 
month trial car-free period in both parks can dispel this myth 
once and for all. 


Motorists are “park users” too. 

O Yes, everyone loves Central and Prospect Parks. But a rel¬ 
atively small number of motorists endangers walkers, jog¬ 
gers, skaters and cyclists, creates an enormous amount of noise, 

monopolizes large amounts 
of space, pollutes the air 
and kills hundreds of 
small animals and birds 
by driving their motor 
vehicles in these parks. 
Automobiles are anti¬ 
thetical to the premise of 
a park as an urban oasis; 
after all, they are one of 
the main things people 
go to parks to get away 
from. 

Closing the 
parks to cars 
prevents the 
disabled from 
enjoying the park 

Without the menace and crowding of motor vehicle 
traffic, everyone can enjoy the park in more comfort 
and safety. People with disabilities have a much easier time 
on car-free park drives and can easily be provided access to 
park entrances via para-transit vans or special permits. In 
fact, reputable groups which represent the disabled, like the 
Eastern Paralyzed Veterans, for instance, have no problem, 
with car-free parks. 

Join the car-free campaigns! See page 12 for more info. 



© 


Environmentalists Dump Dirty Diesels 



I n early April, under intense pressure from the Natural 
Resources Defense Council and a broad coalition of environ¬ 
mental, civic, business and labor organizations (including 
Transportation Alternatives), Governor George E. Pataki 
announced that the Metropolitan Transportation Authority would 
commit to a fleet-wide strategy of drastically reducing emissions 
from its fleet of over 4,200 diesel buses. In addition, the MTA 


Breathe Deep: More CNG buses are on the way. 


would sharply increase its commitment to cleaner fuels like com¬ 
pressed natural gas (CNG). The win is a huge victory for NRDC's 
Dump Dirty Diesels Campaign, led by attorney Richard Kassel, 
which has been working to clean up the MTA bus fleet since 1993. 

The historic agreement includes commitments to: (1) elimi¬ 
nate dirty diesels and create the world's cleanest transit fleet; (2) 
add 300 CNG buses and 250 hybrid-electric buses to the fleet and 
build three new depots that are CNG-compatible; (3) use low-sul¬ 
fur diesel fuel and install advanced emission controls on over 
3,000 remaining diesel buses by the end of 2003; (4) accelerate 
the phase-out of the oldest, dirtiest diesels in the fleet; (5) estab¬ 
lish a public process led by the NYS Department of Environmental 
Conservation to create a vehicle-based emissions standard that 
would require all new bus purchases to meet CNG emissions lev¬ 
els, regardless of the fuel used; and (6) to establish New York 
State's first emissions testing facility for diesel buses and trucks. 

Traditional diesel vehicles emit huge quantities of asthma- 
attack-inducing particulate matter-more than 40 carcinogens, 
and high quantities of smog-forming nitrogen oxides. In contrast, 
CNG buses emit virtually no particulate matter, few toxic chemi¬ 
cals and many fewer smog-forming nitrogen oxides. The MTA's 
commitment should mean cleaner air for every New Yorker, a 
huge reduction in emissions that have been linked to both asthma 
and cancer, and improved bus service throughout the City. 
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Fare Hikes, Debt and Disaster 
Leem Fer WYC Subways and Buses 

Governor Pataki’s Undeclared War on NYC Transit: 

Mayor and NYC Assembly Reps Silent as Debt Steam Roller Heads Our Way 


I t's the King Kong of governmental irresponsibility and it's 
bearing down on the NYC transit system. Despite heated 
opposition, Governor Pataki, Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver 
and Senate Majority Leader Joe Bruno are about to drop a 
gigantic debt bomb on New York City transit riders. They intend 
to borrow $25 billion in new bonds-the biggest loan in New York 
State's history. When this bomb detonates it will blow your fare 
through the roof-think $2.50 per ride and transit service sinking 
in an ocean of red ink. 

Write to: 

Speaker Sheldon Silver 
270 Broadway, Suite 1807 
New York, NY 10007 
Phone: 212-312-1420 
Fax: 212-312-1425 
Speaker@assembly.state.ny.us 


Governor George Pataki 
Executive Chamber 
Albany, NY 12224 
Phone: 212-681-4580 
Fax:212-681-4643 


For the Governor the 
idea is cynically simple. 

Borrow tons of money now. 

Let the next generation pay 
it back. Bankrupt the 
future of mass transit in 
New York City. Get away 
with murder. 

Worse yet, when repay¬ 
ment comes due starting in 
five years, it will consume 
most of the money that 
now goes to maintenance, 
cleaning and keeping the 

system in good order. Picture the subway system of the early '80's, 
complete with fires, littered trains and frequent breakdowns. 

The debt bomb plan is heatedly opposed by the NY Times, NY 
Post and Doily News, the influential Straphangers Campaign, 
every transportation reform and good government group (includ¬ 
ing T.A. and the Tri-State Transportation Campaign), the transit 
unions and big business groups. Even construction industry 
groups, which stand to profit now, oppose the plan because of its 
dire consequences. Unfortunately, it looks like this broad array of 
opponents will not be enough to overcome the seductive political 
fantasy of buy now, pay later. 

To automatically send a message to Pataki, Silver and Bruno, go 
to the Straphangers Campaign website at www.bettertransit.org. 

Or write, fax, email Sheldon Silver, Speaker of the Assembly- 
he represents the Lower East Side. Tell him not to bankrupt the 
future of our subways and city. Urge him to oppose this cynical 
and destructive plan. 


T.A. Recommendations 

Good public policy dictates that support from transit come from 

all or some of the sources shown below. Unfortunately, most are 

considered politically unfeasible. Ironic. 

• Increase state aid to NYC Transit 

• Increase city aid to NYC Transit 

• Transit capital tax on large employers in NYC 

•Tolls on East River bridges: revenue to fund bridge repair and 
subway service 

• Appoint a blue ribbon panel of legislative leaders, MTA officials, 
business leaders and transportation experts to devise a respon¬ 
sible transit funding plan. 


Heights ol Transit Mega-Disaster 

• $0.25 fare hike this fall: ongoing reduction in state aid 
means riders pay more. 

• Debt bomb: $25 billion in 30-year bonds. The ultimate in 
borrow now, let somebody else pay later. 

• No state support for the MTA: by comparison, during 
'80's and '90's, the state provided $2.4 billion to transit. 

• Shift of $1 billion from NYC Transit to suburban rail: 
NYC residents comprise 91% of riders, but will get 77% of 
funds. 

• City riders pay future suburban rail debt: complicated 
commingling of city/suburban transit rips off city riders. 

• No Second Avenue subway: delayed start means it sinks 
in ocean of red ink. 

• Drastic service cuts: not now, but in four or five years 
when money for service starts going to debt payments. 


With livestock 
it’s called 
animal cruelty. 
With people it’s called 
a morning commute. 



M 


www.bettertransit.org 


Come on it - there's plenty of room! The MTA fought this Straphangers ad, say¬ 
ing it would discourage ridership. Riders face worse conditions to come. 


may/june 2000 Transportation Alternatives n 


Courtesy Straphangers Campaign Et RPA 








Shrinking Roads Shrink Traffic 


A landmark 1994 British government study by the 
Standing Advisory Committee on Trunk Roads and 
Arterials (SACTRA) conclusively showed that building 
more roads or widening existing ones generates more 
traffic. This concept that traffic is elastic-that it can fluctuate 
based on changes in road capacity-is an analytical cornerstone of 
the auto-reduction movement. But while the SACTRA study proved 
that expanding existing roads induces more traffic, until recently 
there had not been a study that investigated the logical flip side of 
the equation: whether closing or narrowing roads-reducing road 
capacity-results in reduced, or 'disappearing' traffic. 

The new study, Traffic Impact of Highway Capacity Reduc¬ 
tions: Assessment of the Evidence, sponsored by London Trans¬ 
port and the Department of Environment, Transport, and Regions, 
tackles the issue of reduced capacity or 'disappearing' traffic. 
Based on over 100 individual case studies, it examines the short- 
and long-term impacts on traffic of both large and small-scale 
incidents of loss or reallocation of road capacity. The study con¬ 
cludes that the average overall reduction in traffic after such a 
change was 25°/o, and that "to find so many cases of reductions 
in traffic, at a time when increasing car ownership and general 
traffic growth create prevailing expectations of increases shows a 
balance of evidence that a proportion of traffic can indeed 'disap¬ 
pear' when capacity is reduced." 

Look at the examples right here in our own backyard. When 
5th Avenue was closed to cars at Washington Square Park in 
1958, newspapers and traffic planners alike predicted a traffic 
nightmare, but the traffic failed to materialize. In 1973, when 



the West Side Highway was closed after a collapse, forecasters 
once again foretold chaos on the West Side. Yet, not only did 
the promised snarls fail to materialize, but the traffic on the 
West Side actually decreased 
by 8% over the following 
two years. 

More dramatic examples 
can be found in Europe, 
where cities have pedestrian¬ 
ized and traffic calmed whole 
areas. When Freiburg, a city 
of approximately 200,000 in 
Germany, closed most of its 
city center to vehicle traffic, 
the result was a 12% decline 
in traffic on the roads sur¬ 
rounding the city center over 
10 years, despite a significant 
increase of car ownership in 
the town. The decline in dri¬ 
vers was offset by an increase 
in public transportation use, 
walking and biking. In 1976, 

22% of trips into the Freiburg 
area were by public transportation, 18% biking or walking, and 
60% by motor vehicle. In 1995, 26% of trips into the city were by 
public transportation, 28% biking or walking, and only 46% were 
by motor vehicle. Similarly, when Nurnberg, a city of 480,000 in 


ihs!- sr sere 



Hey Tech-Savvy 
T.A. Members... 


Use your tech skills to help T.A. be more efficient and effective. 

We're looking for a webmaster (or mistress) 
and two dedicated HTML designers. 

We also need an Apache administrator to help us set up a new 
server ; and troubleshoot down the road. 

Finally ; T.A/s network and workstations need a friendly hand 
to keep them in good shape. 

If you can help, contact Seth or Cassie at T.A.: 
212.629.8080 or admin@transalt.org. 


-CdM^nj 


T.A/s Local Committees Get The Job Done! 


Contribute your skills, smarts and ideas to T.A.'s Bronx Chapter, 
Brooklyn Committee, or Car-Free Central Park Committee. 

Attend a monthly meeting or contact the committee chairs directly: 

Bronx - Rich Gans at 718-653-2203 
Brooklyn - Alan Mukamal at amukamal@ix.netcom.com 
Central Park - Ken Coughlin at 71055.1045@compuserve.com 
Check www.transalt.org for more info, or check this issue for the 
next meeting dates. 

You can make a difference — 
and meet some great people at the same time! 
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northern Germany renowned for its progressive transportation 
policies, pedestrianized the majority of its city center in the late 
1980's, traffic not only decreased remarkably in the city center, 
but also decreased by approximately 5% city-wide. 

The British study proves that 'disappearing' traffic is a funda¬ 
mental part of transportation system dynamics and also questions 


should take note: traffic does ii 
closed, narrowed or torn down. 


long-held assumptions regard¬ 
ing transportation planning. 
The extensive evidence in this 
study shows that the only 
sure-fire way of reducing con¬ 
gestion is to reduce road 
capacity and re-aI locate road 
space to more sustainable 
modes of transportation rather 
than build new roads and 
widen existing ones. 

The study also validates 
T.A.'s long-standing claim that 
reducing road capacity via pro¬ 
jects like the Downtown 
Brooklyn Traffic Calming Pro¬ 
ject, and closing Central Park 
and Prospect Park to cars will 
result in less overall traffic in 
the surrounding areas. NYC 
traffic planners and engineers 
fact disappear when roads are 


Source: "Traffic Impact of Highway Capacity Reductions: Assess¬ 
ment of the Evidence" (MVA, March 1998, Landor Publishing). 



STRIDA 

A WHOLE HEW WAY TO JWD 


60 DAY TRIAL 
New low price 


• Slow anywhere 

• GreaseLess 

• Fits on subway 

• Only 22 lbs. 


T.A. members: FREE rack & fenders wilh each Strida! 


www.strlda.com • 800 787-4322 


Washington Square Arch was bisected by 5th Avenue until 1958. 



LAW OFFICE OF 

ADAM D. WHITE, ESQ. 

305 Broadway, Suite 1101 

(BETWEEN DUANE AND THOMAS) 

New York, NY 10007 
212 - 577-9710 

adamlaw@earthlink.net 

HANDLING 
CYCLING ACCIDENTS 
AND YOUR 

OTHER LEGAL PROBLEMS 

-Free Consultation — 

No Recovery No Fee 
Affordable Rates 
Fellow Cyclist & City Resident 
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*** Metropolitan *** 


Long Island 


Partisan Politics Plague Long Island Bus Service 

Nassau County's recent political and financial implosion threatens 
to drag 100,000 bus riders down with it. The county's announce¬ 
ment to halve its support for the bus system from $23.52 million 
to $12.5 million had the MTA slated to eliminate over half the 
routes, and cut service on the remainder. This plan sparked swift 
censure from outraged riders, transit advocates and local newspa¬ 
pers, sending NY State Senators Dean Skelos and State Assembly 
Member Thomas DiNapoli's scrambling to secure needed funds in 
state budget negotiations. 

Yet the legislators' $8 million, as well as $600,000 in supplemental 
aid released by Governor Pataki, has not solved Long Island Bus' 
troubles. In a move reeking of partisan politics, the Republican 
County Executive Thomas Gulotta has announced an additional $3 
million cut in Nassau's yearly contribution to LI Bus. Gulotta wants 
NYC transit riders to subsidize LI bus service and have the MTA per¬ 
manently replace the county's financial support, while his Democ¬ 
ratic adversaries earmark funds from the recent settlement over the 
closure of the Shoreham nuclear power plant to fill the gap. 



A flyer from the Tri-State Transportation Campaign, Long Island ACORN, 
Sustainable Long Island, and Transport Workers Union Local 252 who 
have organized packed public meetings to put pressure on axe-wielding 
County Executive Gulotta. 


Westchester County 


State DOT Persuaded Not to Widen Rt. 120, 

Pollute Kensico Reservoir, Taint NYC Water 

After a year of being blasted by environmentalists, the State DOT 
has partially retreated from plans to widen Route 120 along the 
Kensico Reservoir. Ninety percent of NYC's water supply flows 
through Kensico on the way to your faucet. Route 120 between 
the Route 120/22 overlap and 1-684 will remain a two-lane road 
without paved shoulders. Although turn lanes will be added at 
some intersections, it is a far cry from DOT'S original plan to 
rebuild the road into a four-lane highway with a median and 
paved shoulders. However, work in the Route 120/22 overlap 
across Bear Gutter Creek abutting the Kensico Reservoir will 
encroach upon valuable wetlands and potentially degrade water 
quality. NYS DOT has argued that the overlap redesign will provide 
a safer roadway, but has offered no accident data to justify the 
claim. 



With the twin towers looming behind, light rail makes a splashy comeback. 


New Jersey 


Ambitious New Hudson-Bergen Light Rail Opens 

NJ Transit finished the first section of the $1.1 billion Hudson- 
Bergen Light Rail system in early April. When completed in 2010, 
the 20.5 mile long line will carry 100,000 riders a day. For the 
time being, the 12 newly opened stations from Bayonne to Jersey 
City will serve 25,000 daily riders. The project is the largest tran¬ 
sit expansion underway in the New York City region and will link 
the Hudson waterfront communities to the PATH train and Man¬ 
hattan-bound ferries. Ironically, many of the new tracks were set 
on railbeds left over from the previous generation of trolleys. 
Before World War II, a dense network of trolley lines spread 
across northern New Jersey, New York City and most of urban 
America. It is said that a traveler could take trolleys all the way 
from Boston to Washington D.C. 


Long Island 


State DOT Scores with Suffolk County Traffic 
Calming 

The New York State Department of Transportation is spending $5 
million for state-of-the-art traffic circles and other modern traf¬ 
fic calming devices on Route 114 near Sag Harbor. The political 
impetus for the project came from Assemblymember Fred W. Thiel 
Jr., a Republican and Sag Harbor native. The project employs 
some of the top traffic calming consultants in the nation. Also 
underway on LI. is a traffic calming granting program in which 
funds from the State DOT Region 10 office will go to cities and 
towns. 


Read the Tri-State Transportation Campaign's Mobilizing the 
Region, the weekly source for transportation reform news in the 
greater New York City area. Visit www.tstc.org to sign up for a free 
subscription by e-mail or fax. 
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Columbia Car-Free for Day 

The "Day Without Cars" movement has 
reached Latin America. On a Thursday in 
February, Bogota, Colombia barred all pri¬ 
vate automobiles from city streets. Many 
streets were cordoned off and transformed 
into bike lanes. It was Mayor Enrique 
Penalosa's bold attempt to lure residents 
out of the 700,000 private cars that clog 
Bogota's boulevards and fuel the fourth- 
worst air pollution crisis in Latin America. 
Carrera Septima, the main route through 
the colonial downtown, was thronged with 
skaters, joggers and two-passenger bicycle 
taxis. The results of the first-ever car-free 
day in a developing country were evident 
almost immediately: by noon on Thursday, 
air pollution levels were 22% lower than 
average. Bogota has already instituted bike 
lanes on Sundays and holidays and 
restricted the use of private cars during 
morning and evening rush hours. Mayor 
Penalosa has pledged that before his term 
ends in December, his administration will 
build 200 miles of bicycle paths. 

-The Los Angeles Times 

Italians Endorse Car-Free 
Sundays 

In February, 100-plus Italian cities enjoyed 
the first of four car-free "ecological Sun¬ 
days." In a subsequent poll of Italian citi¬ 
zens, 90% of respondents had a positive 
opinion of the event; 80% would like the 
initiative to be repeated at least once a 
week; 76% favor the creation of more and 
larger pedestrian areas; and 52% said the 
car-free day did not cause "any disadvan¬ 
tage," compared to 8.4% who found no 
advantage. According to Gianni Silvestrini, 
National Coordinator at the Italian Min¬ 
istry of Environment, carbon monoxide 
levels in the participating cities declined 
by an average of 35%, and noise 
decreased at least 50%. 

-Carfree Times 

'Critical Mass’ Reaches 
Majer Leagues 

While trumpeting the new Pac-Bell Park 
stadium in downtown San Francisco, 
Giants' game announcers referred to a 
public viewing area-accessible from a 
walkway outside the stadium-behind the 


right field stands, and then mentioned 
that cyclists from 'Critical Mass' had made 
up a large portion of the viewers watching 
from that vantage point during an earlier 
exhibition game. The announcer added 
that such a result was the intention of the 
stadium's designers: only 5,000 parking 
spots were paved for a ballpark that seats 
40,000. 

-private communication 

A Manual for Safe Streets 

Flave you ever wanted to create neighbor¬ 
hood streets that force motorists to slow 
down and at the same time entice resi¬ 
dents to walk, meet neighbors and build a 
sense of community? Now there's a manu¬ 
al for doing just that: Street Design Guide¬ 
lines for Healthy Neighborhoods. Author 
Dan Burden presents guidelines on how 
narrow to make streets and intersections, 
how to convince your Public Works 
Department or state Department of Trans¬ 
portation to design for safety rather than 
for moving cars and how to overcome fire 
department opposition to narrow streets. 
The book can be ordered from the Center 
for Livable Communities, 800-290-8202, 
www.lgc.org/clc/. 

-Auto-Free Times 

Sprawl City Starts Over 

In an astonishing turnaround, the city of 
Atlanta is planning a community where 
the car will be superfluous. The Metropoli¬ 
tan Rapid Transit Authority has entered 
into a 99-year agreement to lease 43 acres 
of land around the Lindbergh transit sta¬ 
tion. The land is to be developed as a self- 
contained community where residents can 
live and work without the need for auto¬ 
mobiles. The Lindbergh station would be 
designed to provide all the residents' 
transportation needs. 

-Auto-Free Times 

Global Heating Accelerates 

Scientists who first sounded the global- 
warming alert predicted temperatures on 
Earth would accelerate at a rate of four 
degrees Fahrenheit over the next 100 
years. New data from the National Climate 
Data Center indicates the globe has 
already warmed at that rate for the past 


25 years. The Center's data suggest that 
increased warming since 1976 is the result 
of human activity. Meanwhile, December 
1999 through February 2000 was the 
warmest winter on record for the United 
States, according to the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration. In fact, 
the last three winters have been the three 
warmest on record. The world's hottest 
year, 1998, also happened to be the costli¬ 
est year for insured losses from weather- 
related catastrophes. 

-Carfree Times and Reuters 

Traffic Linked te Kid Cancer 

Growing up near a transportation corridor 
that carries more than 20,000 vehicles a 
day causes a six-fold increase in the can¬ 
cer risk for children, according to a new 
study conducted in the sprawling Denver 
metropolitan area. Meanwhile, the World 
Resources Institute reports that millions of 
the world's children are being exposed to 
air pollution levels that are two to eight 
times higher than those allowed by World 
Flealth Organization standards. In develop¬ 
ing nations, more than 80% of deaths 
related to respiratory diseases occur 
among children under the age of five. 

-Environmental News Service 

Big Cars, Small Minds 

Thought the prospect of a $2 gallon of gaso¬ 
line would have auto makers second-guess¬ 
ing their investment in sport utility vehicles? 
Wrong. Led by General Motors, U.S. auto 
makers are moving full speed ahead with 
plans for trucks, trucks and more trucks. And 
foreign makers are poised to introduce their 
own fleets of road hogs. Industry analyst 
AutoPacific estimates that about 20 new 
SUV's will be introduced over the next five 
years. The attraction: the profit margin on 
big SUV's runs as high as $19,000. 

Gas consumption in the U.S. jumped 25% 
between 1990 and 2000, with half the 
increase due to SUV and other "light truck" 
exemptions from car fuel-economy stan¬ 
dards. "U.S. motorists have put OPEC back in 
the driver's seat," say Charles Komanoff and 
Michael Smith, writing in The Washington 
Post. 

-The Wall Street Journal and The 
Washington Post 
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Commuter of the Month 


Melody D’Arnell 


Chelsea 

Sales and Repair of Antique Jewelry 

Why did you start commuting in New York City? 

I had a car, but I lost my license because I had Vermont 
registration and New York plates. So I started using my 
bike. That was about 30 years ago. 

How does the biking measure up against the 
car? 

I can get where I want quickly. It's cheap-you get a bike 
for $30 or $50 at a flea market, put $100 into it and 
you've got a way of getting around. But there's always 
parking problems. 

What kind of bike do you own? 

An 18-speed hybrid. I'd like to get a radical frame bike, 
I'd love to use it for commuting and joy-riding over the 
countryside. I saw one on sale recently, so we'll see. 
What is your typical riding attire? 

I have to meet clients, so I wear suits sometimes. Never 
jeans or sneakers, I try to look professional. Even when I 
had a boy's bike I wore a skirt. I don't wear a helmet, I 
just don't like them. I just hope I won't fall and hurt 
myself. 

Describe your daily commute. 

Sometimes it's pleasurable, sometimes its hell. I live on 
27th St., work in the Diamond District, and see clients 
between 65th and 80th Streets. I've had cab drivers slap 
me, people spit on me, all kinds of things, but usually it's 
pretty cool. If the sun is shining, I feel good and I'm pret¬ 
ty happy to be on the bike. 

I try to do a lot of mediation, to go to another con¬ 



Melody 


sciousness. Once, a young guy in a decrepit Cadillac drove 
by and yelled, "You're too old to be riding that bike!" So I 
turned around, caught up with him and told him what a 
sorry car he had. He was shocked, "You rode all the way 
back to say that to me? I'm- I'm s-s-sorry!" I chased that 
pedestrian who spit at me until she escaped into Madison 
Square Garden. Nothing and nobody stops me. I'm out 
there making a living, not bothering anybody. They need 
to learn respect. 

How do your clients react when you show up to 
appointments on bike? 

They commend me, but they think I'm crazy and have a 
lot of nerve. I think so, too. 

Accidents? 

A few-worst was on 2nd Avenue. A truck hit me. I was 
dragged, broke four ribs, had a concussion and was in 
intensive care. But I got a big insurance settlement. 

And your still rode after that? 

I couldn't wait to get back on the bike. 

Do you use your bicycle for recreation? 

Sure. I have a NJ Transit Bike Pass, to go riding on the 
shore. During the summer I go out to Spring Lake and 
Long Branch. 

What are your favorite NYC cycling haunts? 

Riding along the river path on the west side is very 
pleasant, and it's nice to go riding when they stop 
the traffic in Central and Prospect Parks-they 
should do that more. 

Any ideas for improvements in NYC 
bicycling? 


I don't know what people are thinking. Manhattan is a 
very small area with narrow streets. Whoever wants to 
can come into the city and drive their big cars, big trucks 
and buses. It's ridiculous. I'd like to see 
less traffic in Manhattan, some¬ 
thing more like in China, 
where you see millions of 
bicycles acting as the main 
way of transporting people. 

Bicyclists should undergo 
training to become ready to 
ride in the city. People don't 
realize how dangerous 
it can be. 


-- 


CYCLING 

ACCIDENT 

CASES 

BICYCLE HABIOT 

Get Your Wheels Done hy Habo's Expert Wheel Builders! 

Buy one set o£ brake pads 
get the second 

17T3 T7T7I 

All Personal Injury and Accidents 

Trial Attorney/Cyclist 

"...a bike-savvy lawyer" 

— Mountain Bike magazine, May 1998 

Protecting the Rights 
of Injured Cyclists 

Law Offices of 

Robert S. Fader 

1-800-796-5657 cyclelaw@aol.com 

r KxLxL! 

open only to T.A. Members with valid T.A. 
membership card and this ad - no copies! 

244 Lafayette Street 
b/w Spring & Prince NYC 
212-431-3315 

"NEW YORK’S BEST BIKE SHOP" - NEW YORK MAGAZINE 
WWW.BICYCLEHABITAT.COM 

Offer expires 6/30/2000 
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Volunteers of the Month 


Matthew Corey and Luis Roth 



Ages: 28 ft 27 

Neighborhood Prospect Heights and Union Square 
Occupations: Index Editor, Lawyer 

T.A. Members Since: 1998, 1996 

How was it stamped in the stars that T.A. would have Gemini volunteers? 

LR: A pact to the death-realizing that the only the way we were going to be volunteers 
of the month was if we banded together; we vowed to refuse the honor unless the other 
person also received it. 

MC: We were always laying out and editing the volunteer of the month feature and got 
really excited about the prospect of it being us someday. 

How did you get your start in T.A.? 

LR: I've always had a car-phobia-disliking the noise, pollution and the effect they have 
on cities, but didn't know what to do about it. I kept seeing T.A. in the NY Times Metro 
Section, figured I'd give a call and join. 

MC: Growing up in car-dependent Fairfax, Virginia, I knew, and 
argued that people needed to get out of their cars. Nobody 
took me seriously. Then in college, I met T.A. activist Paul Harri¬ 
son. On our summer breaks, I would visit him in NYC and vol¬ 
unteer at T.A. I finally joined in January, 1998 after I moved to 
the city. 

When you’re not forming the backbone of T.A.’s 
incredible magazine editing machine, what 
other volunteer activities do you 
participate in? 

LR: Volunteer nights and marshalling for the 
Century Ride. 

MC: The Bronx Zoo table at the Century, mail¬ 
ing parties, volunteer nights. But I don't take 
any credit for those, because it’s fun social 
time and plus, I screw so much stuff up! I can't 
count zip codes! 

What’s your favorite volunteer activity? 

LR: Volunteer night is the height of it all. In 
the midst of this car-dependent country, you 
get to meet people who think that there are 


alternatives, who bike around, who think about different ways to live. It's very relaxing, 
warm and welcoming. Fun people-like Hal! [Hal Ruzal, entertaining volunteer and bike 
mechanic extraordinaire.] Just not like anyone else I'd ever met. 

MC: Definitely the magazine. We should be so proud of it-no other non-profit puts out 
such a cool magazine that you would want to read even if you had to pay for it. 



Any downsides to Volunteer Night? 

LR: I used to complain about the nutritious content. But thankfully, fruit has been intro¬ 
duced, which used to be totally unknown unless it was grape-flavored soda. 

What would you like to see change in NYC, transportation-wise? 

MC: There's a big problem with speeding cars-that makes things scary for everyone. 
People need to know that just because a street is wide, it doesn't mean it should be 
treated as a highway. These wide streets were designed as promenades, but have 
become freeways complete with exit signs! 

LR: I would like to see NYC give pedestrian streets a chance. Down around Wall Street, 
they have freed up this great pedestrian space. I'd like to 
see that also happen around Fifth Avenue and St. 

Patrick's, or Herald Square-the sidewalks are over¬ 
flowing! 

Matt on Luis, Luis on Matt? 

LR: Working with Matt is dreamy, he always 
brightens up the room, always so conscientious. 

MC: Luis has calves like pythons, like coiled 
snakes. That's what brings me back...Seriously 
though, I want to say 
that even if you can't 
find the time to volun¬ 
teer, and to be at place 
X at a given time, you 
do have the time to 
write an email or to 
sign a postcard. So 
watch the magazine 
closely-those oppor¬ 
tunities are out there 


Wanted: 

professional engineer who has been a 
bicycle mechanic for interesting forensic 
assignments in the NYC area. 

Part time to start. Could evolve to full time. 

Contact: LWinter@RobsonLapina.com 



The Bike Show 

Features a wide range of bike phenomena, the 
latest news and coverage of all things bike. 

Watch for new stories brought to you by T.A. volunteers now helping on the show! 

Every other Tues. night @ 10pm Manhattan Cable (MNN) 
Ch. 67 (Time Warner) /107 (RCN). May 2, 16 8t 30 • 
June 6 8t 20 • July 4 8t Now airing on Brooklyn's BCAT! 
e-mail us: thebikeshow@yahoo.eom 


The best folding kayaks 
go anywhere. 

Even to your mailbox. 

We're the folding boat specialists featuring Feathercraft and Nautiraid, 
providing knowledgeable service and competitive prices. And we ship 
anywhere. In NY? Call for demonstration hours. Or take a class from 
BCU Instructors like Derek Hutchinson, Nigel Foster or Linda Legg. Check 
out our selection of accessories, books, videos, as well as hard shells 
from Betsie Bay, Dagger and SEDA. Visit our website, call for catalogue, 
or write us at: 601 W 26th ST, 12th Floor, NYC 10001 

NEW YORK KAYAK COMPANY! 

800-KAYAK99 http://www.nykayak.com 

Authorized Dealer: Feathercraft Nautiraid Folbot Dagger Betsie Bay SEDA 
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Visit Your Local Bike Shop! 

Thanks to all the shops below who support T. A. by offering our members a discount on purchases. A 

Letters following store names indicate which items are discounted. Be sure to bring yourT.A. membership card. 


A: Accessories 
B: Bicycles 
C: Clothing 
P: Parts 
R: Repairs 
S: Skates 
X: Bike Rentals 
*: No Discount on 
Sale Items 


MANHATTAN 

A Bicycle Shop 10% ACRP 349 W 14 St 
ANewGen Bikes *10% ABCR 832 9 Av 
Bicycle Habitat 81/4% ACR 244 Lafayette 
Bicycle Renaissance 8% ACRP 430 Columbus 
Bikeworks *10% PBX 106 Ridge St. 

Canal St Metro 10% ACPR 417 Canal 
City Bicycles *10% ACPRB 508 9th Ave 
C n' C Bicycle Works 8% ABCPRS 1101 1 Av 
Conrad's Bike Shop 8% ACRP 25 Tudor City PI 
Different Spokes 8% ACP 240 7 Av 
Emey's Bike Shop 10% ABS 141 E 17 St 
Enoch's Bike Shop *10% ACPR 756 10th Ave 
Frank's Bike Shop 10% APR 553 Grand St 
Gotham Bike Shop 10% ACPR 116 W Broadway 
Larry & Jeff's *10% ACPR 1690 2nd Av 
Larry & Jeff's *10% ACPR 3rd Av b/w 79th & 80th 
Manhattan Bicycles *10% ABCPR 791 9th Ave. 
Metro Bicycle Store *10% ACPR 1311 Lexngtn Av 
14 St Metro Bikes *10% ACPR 332 E 14 St 
Midtown Bicycle *10% ACPR 360 W 47 St 
96 St Metro Bikes *10% ACPR 231 W 96 St 
Scandinavian Ski & Sport *10% ACP 40 W 57 St 
Sid's Bike Shop *8% ABCPR 235 E 34 St 
Sixth Ave Bicycles *10% ACPR 546 6 Av 
Toga Bike Shop 10% ACPR 110 West End Av 
Tread Bike Shop *10% ACPR 225 Dyckman St. 
Victor's Bike Repair 8% ABR 4125 Broadway 

BROOKLYN 

Ace Cycles 10% ABCPR 1116 Coretelyou Rd 
Arnold's Bicycles 10% ACPR 4220 8 Av 
Bath Beach Cycles 10% ABCPR 2156 Bath Av 
Bay Ridge Bike 10% ACPRS 8916 3 Av 


Bicycle Land 10% ACR 424 Coney Island Av 
Bicycle Station *10% AR 560 Vanderbilt Av 
The Bike Shop 10% ACPR 240 Smith St 
Brooklyn Bicycle Center10% ABCPR 715 Coney Isl.Av 
Brooklyn Heights Bike 10% ACPR 278 Atlantic Av 
Dixon's *8% ABCPR 792 Union St 
Larry's Cycle Shop 5% ABCPRS 1854 Flatbush Av 
On The Move 10% ACPS 400 7 Av 
P & H Bike 10% ABCPRS 1819 Coney Island Av 
Park Slope Cycles 10% ACPR 256 Flatbush Av 
R & A Cycles 10% ACP 105 5 Av 
Roy's Sheepshead 10% ACP 2679 Coney Island Av 
Sizzling Bicycles 8% ACPSRX 3100 Ocean Pkwy 
Spokes & Strings 10% B 184 Havermeyer St 
Verrazano Bicycle Shop 10% ACPR 8717 3rd Ave 

BRONX 

Bronx Bicycle Discount *10% ACPR 912 E.Gun Hill Rd 
Eddie's Cycle 5% A10% P 2035 Grand Concourse 
Neighborhood Cycle 10% ABCPR 571 CourtlandtAv 
Sid's Bike Shop 8% ACPRS 215 W 230 St 
Westchester Bike 10% ABCPRS 2611 Westchester 

QUEENS 

Astoria Bicycle 8% ABCPR 35-01 23 Av 

Bellitte Bicycle *10%ABCPR 169-20 Jamaica Av 

Bicycle Bam 8% R 107-34 Springfield Blvd 

Bike Stop 8% ACPRS 37-19 28 Av 

Bill's Cycles 10% 63-24 Roosevelt Av 

Bill's Ozone Park 15%AP 10%B 108th St & Liberty 

Buddy's 10% ACPR 79-30 Parsons Blvd 

Cigi Bicycle Shop 10% C 42-20 111 St 

Cigi I1 10% C 91-07 37 Av 

Grand Bicycle Center 10% BR 70-13 Grand Av 


Gray's Bicycles 8% ABCPR 82-34 Lefferts Blvd 
Labee Bicycles 10% ABP 159-01 Northern Blvd. 
Queens Discount Bike *10% ACPR 92-64 Queens Blvd 

LONG ISLAND 

Bicycle Planet *10% ACP 540 Jericho Tpke, Syosset 
Bikehampton *10%AP 36 Main St., Sag Harbor 
Long Beach Bicycle & Fitness *10% ACP 755 E. ParkAv 
South Shore Bicycles *10% ACP 1065-67 B'way, Woodmere 
Valley Stream Bike 10% ACPR 95 E Merrick Rd 

WESTCHESTER 

Danny's Cycles *10% ACPX (Scarsdale) 644 Central Av 
Pelham Bicycle Center 15% APC 109 Wolfs Ln 
Yorktown Cycling Center 10% ACP 1899 Commerce St 

NEW JERSEY 

Academy 10% ABCPS (Palisades Park) 54 Grand Av 
Amber Cyclery 10% ACPR (Teaneck) 764 Palisade Av 
Bikemasters 10% ABCPR (Engelwood)l 1 Bennett Rd 
Bike Shop 10% ACP (Saddlebrook) 108 Rt 46 
Bikeworks *10%ACP (Rochelle Park) 383 Rochelle Av 
Clifton Speed 10% ABCPRS (Clifton) 1074 Main Av 
Cranford Bike *10% ABCPRS (Cranford) 103 N Union 
Marty Reliable 10% ACP (Morristown) 173 Speedwell 
RG's Bicycle 10% CP (Bayonne) 890 Bway 
Rte 15 Bike 10% ABCPRS (L. Hopatcong) State Hwy 15 
Somerville Cyclery *15% ACP (Somerville) 34 E Main St 
Strictly Bicycles 10% ARCP (Fort Lee) 521 Main St 
S.D.S. Bicycle Shops *10% ABCPR (Jersey City) 

351 Palisade Ave & (Cliffside Park) 674 Anderson Ave 
Tenafly Bike Workshop 10% ACPR 175 Country Rd 
Shops interested in joining the program should 
contact Cassie at T.A.:212-629-8080. 



MANHATTAN 

RICKSHAW 

COMPANY 


Reservations accepted for weekend 
and weekday evening pedicab service 

• Sensible 

• Affordable 

• Magical 

www.manhattanrickshaw.com 


Please 
call (212) 
€ 04-4729 



For information and sport eye questions call 516-371- 



wrap styles, shatter resistant & UV lenses 


Visit our website: www.eyesport.com 

Prescription & Non-Prescription 
Fashion Sport Eyewear 


1 
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Bikes Aboard 


Many local transit companies offer bike access. 
Always call ahead, and always be courteous. 




TRAINS 

Amtrak-800-872-7245, www.amtrak.com; bicycles travel only in baggage 
cars. Not all trains offer baggage service/have baggage cars. You may put your 
bike on an earlier train and pick it up when you arrive. Bicycles must be boxed, 
$5 fee each way. Roll-on service (no box needed) at most stops on "Vermon¬ 
ter" and "Adirondack" trains - call for reservations. 

Long Island Rail Road-718-558-8228 or www.mta.nyc.ny.us; need permit: 
pick one up at Penn or Grand Central Stations. $5 one-time fee. Collapsible 
bikes ok without permit. Same rules as Metro-North, except summer season 
weekend trains have serious restrictions-see permit for details. 

Metro North-212-532-4900; need permit, pick one up at Grand Central 
Station, window #27. $5 one-time fee. No bikes during rush hours and on sev¬ 
eral holidays. Limit 2 bikes per car, 8 per train, except special bike trains. 
Groups of 4 or more must call ahead. Bikes ok all weekends. Port Jervis line- 
get NJ Transit pass. Check web for special summer "Bike Train" schedules. 

New Jersey Transit-973-762-5100; need permit for train, no bikes on buses. 
Permit is free at Penn Station, at Track 10 in Hoboken, or by phone or 
www.njtransit/state.nj.us/bikeperm.htm. Collapsible bikes always permitted. No 
regular bikes during am rush hours to NY and pm rush hours to NJ. No bikes on 
some holidays. Bring two bungee cords to secure bike. 

NY Transit (Subway)- Bikes permitted at all times; be considerate and use 
ends of train cars. A few stations' gates limit bike exit/entry at times. 
PATH-800-234-PATH/201-216-6247; permit not required. Rush hour (into 
NYC) restrictions. No restrictions weekends and Holidays. 
SEPTA-(Philadelphia)-215-580-7800; Bikes permitted on regional rail, Norris¬ 
town, Market-Frankford, Broad St. lines. Off peak travel only. 

BUSES 

Academy-21 2-971-9054, 212-962-1122; serves Jersey Shore. No charge. 
Adirondack/Pine Hill Trailways -800-858-8555; No fee, travels in lug¬ 
gage bay if space available, must be boxed or bagged (supply your own) and 
cannot exceed 8"x32"x60". No guarantee that a connecting carrier will accept it. 
Asbury Park— 212-971-9054; No charge, call for restrictions. 


Bonanza-212-947-1766; national; $3 per bicycle, travels in luggage bay. 

Carey Transport- No bikes. 

Greyhound-800-231-2222; national service. Within NE Corridor same rules 
as Peter Pan. Elsewhere: provide your own box, (or $10), plus $15 fee. 
Hampton Jitney—800-936-0440; serves the Hamptons. $10 per bicycle, 
travels in luggage bay. 

Liberty Lines- No bikes. 

LI Bus— No bikes. 

MTA -718-445-3100; Seasonal on QBx 1 over Whitestone Bridge. 

MartzTrailways— 800-233-8604; serves Philadelphia, Poconos. No fee, but 
provide your own box. 

Miami Express-212-781-7954; serves Jacksonville, Orlando, Miami. Col¬ 
lapsible or boxed bikes only, $0.50 per pound. 

OlympiaTrails-212-964-6233; No fee, call for details. 

Peter Pan-800-343-9999; No fee, travels in luggage bay, take off front 
wheel. However, be prepared to box your bike and pay, esp. during holidays. 
Red&Tan Lines-No bikes. 

Short Line-800-631-8405; Hudson River Valley. No fee, but now requires 
bikes to be in canvas bag or box. 

Sunrise Coach Lines-516-477-1200; $10 per bike, travels in luggage bay. 
Trailways-800-858-8555; no fee, must provide your own box or bag. 

FERRIES 

Delta Water Shuttle - 800-933-5935; to LaGuardia Airport. 

Seastreak - 800-262-8743; $3 fee: Pier 11: Manhattan to Highlands, NJ; 
Atlantic Highland, NJ; and Bay Ridge Brooklyn. 

Harbor Shuttle-888-254-RIDE; Bikes OK always, no fee. 

Fire Island Ferries- no bikes on ferries, must use infrequent cargo boat. 
New York Waterways-800- 533-3779; Bikes OK always, $1 fee, limit 2 
bikes on most runs. No bikes on Port Imperial- Weehawken and Wall Street. 
New York Fast Ferry-800-NYF-NYFF; Bikes OK always, no fee. 

NY Water Taxi- no bikes allowed. 

Staten Island Ferry-718-81 5-BOAT; no extra charge, enter on Lower Level. 


Jo Ann Ellison, Esq., 

Attorney at Law G fellow cyclist 

Practicing in the areas of: 

►Bicycle Accidents ►Personal Injury 
►Real Estate ►Corporations 

►Wills ►Contracts 

▲Free consultations 

212 - 260-8009 


4 tU f/veet food Co-op 

GOOD HARVEST COOPERATIVE 

58 EeffMCfl Sirwl l^f 2nd/Vve & Boweiy), N Yu ft, NY 1 

* Organic fw*s sior-e Ho4jrs 

* l~PffBii organic prodUGA twicr: w«kly weekdays 

* Larafl hnlfc sebeclian Epm-Bprr 

* Enviiomn^nrtafly rnsndJy household poods ifcn-tpn 

For mfonnaflcn on huwfti a nrfirw.r 

V«il uri or nail store at (212) 674-3623 


BIKES OF ALL KINDS 
SALES, RENTALS & TRADE 
REPAIRS ON MOST MAKES 
PARTS & ACCESSORIES 
CUSTOM WHEEL BUILDING 
FIXED GEAR & TRACK 
FOLDERS, CHOPPERS & CRUISERS 
REPAIRS TECHNIQUE CLASSES 

OPEN I I AN TO 7 PN 
MONDAY- SATURDAY 
CLOSED SUNDAY 

212.388.1077 

At the cornet of RSungton 3. near tAllliamsburg Bridge and F train (Delancey) 


1 

51KE WORKS 

« 


DEPT. 

OF BIKE CULT 


106 RIDGE STREET 
NEW YORK, NY I00Q2 
WWW.BIKECULT.COM 
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May/June 2000 

Rides £t Walks rrrrrrrrrrr 


May 4-6. The NYC Bike Show at the World Trade 
Center, www.nycbicycleshow.com 
Fri May 5. Moonlight Ride. Auto-free ride through off- 
the-beaten paths of Central Park. Meet @ 10 pm, 
Columbus Circle. Times Up! 

Sat May 6. Mexican Metric. Join nearly 1,000 cyclists 
on rides of 20-100 miles through historic Bucks and 
Montgomery County backroads, Southeastern PA. 
Wendell: 215-362-2216. Suburban Cyclists Unlimited. 
Sun May 7. Bike NY. 42 mile closed-road ride. 
www.bikenewyork.org or 212-932-BIKE. 

Sat May 13. Sol Roll. Ride alongside the solar and 
electric vehicles as their drivers begin their journey 
out of town. Meet @ 1:30 pm. South St. Seaport. 
Times Up! 

Sat May 13. Socrates Sculpture Ride. Visit sculpture 
garden set against East River and Manhattan 
Skyline. Meet @ 4 pm, 2nd Ave. & 60th St. Times Up! 
Sun May 14. Rye Play Adventures. Meet @ 8:30am, 
AYH, 104th St. & Amsterdam. Ave. 5BBC. Helmets 
required. 

Sun May 14. Enjoy Manhattan skyline from College 
Point, Queens. Lunch in Herman MacNeil Park. 28 mi. 
Meet @9:30 am, sharp, Roosevelt Island Tramway, 
59th St. & 2nd Ave. 5BBC. Helmets rq'd. 

Wed May 17. Manhattan Evening Ride: Bike Week 
cycling along traffic-free pathways, including Central 
Park & the Hudson River path. 10-15 mi. Meet 
@6:45pm sharp, Plaza Hotel. 5BBC. Helmets required. 
Wed May 17. Celebrate Bike Week. Join T.A. for a fun 
leisurely ride through Central Park, and then to 
Manhattan's Southern tip and back. Meet @ Plaza 
Hotel. 10-15 mi. Sue @ T.A. 

Thu May 18. Bike Week Fun Ride: Wave Hill, 
Riverdale, Bronx. 25 mi. Meet @ 10 am, Loeb 
Boathouse, Central Park. Anne: 212-838-2141. 
Weekday Cyclist. Helmets Required. 

Thu May 18. Bike Week Bronx Bike to Work Ride. 
Pedal 4 miles to Bronx County Building for bagels, 
donuts and camaraderie. Meet @ 7am, Kingsbridge 
Road & Grand Concourse. Rich: 718-403-4467. T.A. 
Bronx Chapter. 

Thu May 18. Bike Week Woman's Ride. Meets @6:30 
pm. See Bike Week schedule or call T.A. 

Thu May 18. Bike Week Evening Ride to Coney Island 
with Bicycle Habitat. Meet @7pm sharp at Habitat, 
244 Lafayette. 212-431-3315. 

Fri May 19. NYC area bike clubs'Getto Know Us' Ride 
& Picnic. Get the low down on NYC clubs. Meet @ 
6:30 pm. Central Park Boat House. 

Fri May 19. Bike Week Mystery, Money & Murder 
Tour. Dazzling and notorious tour of lower NYC 
includes crime lairs, gold vaults and more. Meet @ 
10 pm, fountain within City Hall Park (Broadway & 
Park Row). Times Up! 

Sat May 20. Little Red Lighthouse. Pedal along the 
peaceful riverside including Cherry Walk. 10 mi., dirt 
paths. Meet @9am. Plaza Hotel. 5BBC. Helmets 
required. 

Sat May 20. Wall Street Area: Money and other Evils. 
Meet @ 1 pm, steps of the Smithsonian Museum of 
the American Indian. 3 hrs. $10. Rad. Walking Tours. 
Sat May 20. Tours by Teens: East Village. Meet@ 10 
am or 1 pm, Charas Center, 605 E 9th St., Rm. 314. $10 
T.A. members/$15 non T.A. Must register in advance: 
212-260-7055. Helmets required. 

Sat May 20. Tours by Teens: Greenpoint & 
Williamsburg. Meet @ 9 am, 850 Grand St., or @ 1 pm, 
Williamsburg Art & Cultural Society (Broadway in 
Brooklyn). $10 T.A. members/$15 non T.A. Must reg¬ 
ister in advance: 212-260-7055. Helmets required. 
Sat May 20. Bike Week Long Beach Ride. Lunch and 
beach in Long Beach. Meet @ 9:30 am. Grand Army 
Plaza, Brooklyn. 55 mi. T.A. See pg. 21! 


Sun May 21. Montauk Century. Ride 130,100 or 62 mi. 
along Li's South Shore. 212-932-2300x139. 5BBC. 

Fri May 26 Critical Mass and post-ride picnic. Meet 
@7pm, Union Sq. South, park steps. Times Up! 

Fri May 26, Riverside Ride. Meet @10pm, Columbus 
Circle 

Sat May 27. Greenwich Village II: Draft Riot sites. 
Cherry Lane Theater, Woody Guthrie and Women and 
Crime. Meet @ 1 pm. Village Cigars, 7th Ave. & 
Christopher St. 2.5 hrs. $10. Radical Walking Tours. 
Sat May 2.7 Jersey Diner Tour. Destination: 
Westwood Diner. Bring a lock. 50-60 mi. Meet@9am, 
Plaza Hotel. 5BBC. Helmets required. 

Sun May 28. Black Heritage Parade. Slow procession 
of cyclists paying tribute to Major Taylor; a must-do 
ride. John: 973-416-0879. L & M. Helmets required. 
Sun May 28. Off-Road Vista: Hutchinson River. 
Knobby tire mountain bikes only. Bring a Metro North 
bike permit. 24 mi. Meet @9am., Eastchester, 233rd 
St. and Dyre Ave., last stop on the 5 train to 
Eastchester station— not to Nereid Ave. station. 
5BBC. Helmets required. 

May 29. Y'ar Ole Salt. The fleet's in! Midday depar¬ 
ture to Sheepshead bay, Brooklyn's Cape Cod. 25 mi. 
Meet @12:30pm, City Hall, or @1:30pm, Prospect Park 
Picnic House. 5BBC. Helmets required. 

Fri June 2. Moonlight Ride. Auto-free ride through off- 
the-beaten paths of Central Park. Meet @ 10 pm, 
Columbus Circle. Times Up! 

Sun June 4. Lower East Side Tour. Radical Jews and. 
Jewish Immigration of 1900 era. Meet @ 1 pm, old 
Jewish Daily Forward building, 175 East Broadway. 
3 hrs. $10. Radical Walking Tours 
Sun June 7- Mon Aug 28. Cross-country Jewish 
Enviro Bike Ride. Janice: 212-391-1443. Hazon. 

Sat June 10. Circle The Hudson. Ride over the GWB, 
then head north to Ft. Lee and North Hudson Park for 
spectacular scenic overlooks. Late lunch in 
Hoboken. Bring a lock. Return to Manhattan via NY 
Waterways. 25 mi. Meet @10am, Columbus Circle. 
5BBC. Helmets required. 

Sun June 11. Orchard Beach. Enjoy Bronx bike paths, 
quiet Westchester streets and 12 mi. of car-free 
Bronx River Parkway. Bring swimsuit. 40 mi. Meet@ 
9 am, Botanical Garden Metro-North Parking Lot. 
Rich: 718-653-2203. T.A. Bronx Chapter. 

Sun June 11. A Touch of Connecticut. Westchester 
County to Greenwich. 50 mi. Meet @ 8:30 am, 
Fordham Rd & Grand Concourse, Bronx (D-train). L 
& M. Helmets required. 

Sun June 11. East Village. From Union Square to the 
Anarchist Modern School, history of labor movement 
and War Resister's League. Meet@ 1pm, Astor Place 
Cube. 2.5 hrs. $10. Radical Walking Tours. 

Sun June 11. Loop The Loop. Cycle laps of both 
Central & Prospect Parks. 50 mi. Meet @ 8:30am, AYH, 
103rd St. & Amsterdam Ave. 5BBC. Helmets required. 
Sun June 11. Tibetan Trek To Staten Island. Enjoy calm 
route to the Jacques Marchais Center of Tibetan Art. 
Great views at New Dorp & Miller Field. 25 mi. Meet 
@12:45pm, South Ferry. 5BBC. Helmets req'd. 

Sun June 18. Off-Road Vista: Old Putnam. Ride your 
hybrid or mountain bike along the old Putnam line and 
the old Croton Aqueduct. 30 mi. Meet @9am. Van 
Cortlandt Park. 5BBC. Helmets required. 

Sat June 24. Mermaid Day Parade. Ride to Coney 
Island, enjoy this annual and very colorful parade. 
Bring a lock. 30-40 mi. Meet@9:30am, City Hall. 5BBC. 
Helmets required. 

Sat June 24. Hal's Annual Rockaway Ride. Bring lunch 
for a secluded beach picnic. 45 mi. Meet@10am, City 
Hall Park. 212-431-3315 

Sun June 25. Morristown Challenge. Breathtaking 
ride through the Watchung Mountains. 45 mi. Meet 



— 

ride & roll resources 

Bad weather cancels most rides. 

Bicycle Touring Club of Northern N.J. 

201-225-1525 

Fast and Fabulous Cycling Club 

Lesbian and gay bike club 

212-567-7160/fastnfab.org 

Five Boro Bicycle Club 

212-932-2300 xl 15 / 5bbc.org 

This is only a sample of 5BBC's many rides: 
helmets must be worn on all rides! 

L&M Tourers 

718-601-5332 

New York Cycle Club 

212-828-5711 /nycc.org 

North Jersey Mountain Bike Club 

201-291-2332 
Paumonok Bicycle Club 

516-942-2084 / bicyclelongisland.org 

The Weekday Cyclists 

e-mail: TWCinNYC@aol.com 

Time's Up! 

212-802-8222 / times-up.org 

skating 

Empire Skate Club 

212-774-1774/ empireskate.org 

cycle maps 

Bicycle Network Development / DCP 

www.ci.nyc.ny.us / 212-442-4640 


@ 7:45 am. Mezzanine level. World Trade Center, Path 
Train to NJ. L&M. Helmets required. 

Sun June 25. Brooklyn's Left Bank - see joyride page 
for details. 

Sun June 25. The Four Boro Bike Ride: Bklyn Bridge, 
East River shoreline and Tri-boro Bridge. 30 mi. Meet 
@9am. City Hall. 5BBC. Helmets required. 

Fri June 30, Critical Mass. Meet @7pm. Union Sq. 
South, park steps. Times Up! 

Sun July 2. Above & Over The Hudson: Staten Island 
ferry, Bayonne Bridge and GWB back to Manhattan 
for lunch. Bring a lock. 30 mi. Meet @9am., City Hall. 
5BBC. Helmets required. 

Sun July 2. Central Park: Trees, Grass &the Working 
Class. Features Robert Moses, African American 
Settlement at Seneca Village, John Lennon & Anti- 
Vietnam Movement. Meet @ 1pm, CP @ Columbus 
Circle. 3.5 hours. $10. Radical Walking Tours. 

Mon July 3. Kenisco Dam mountain bike journey. Ride 
the Bronx River Parkway bike path. 35 mi. Meet 
@9am, Wakefield (end of #2 subway, 241st St. & 
White Plains). Bring your Metro North bike pass. 
5BBC. Helmets required. 

Tues, July 4. Great Brooklyn-Manhattan Historical 
Tour, includes: Prospect Park, Brooklyn Bridge, 
African-American Cemetery, Trinity Church, Vietnam 
Veteran's Memorial. Late lunch at South Street 
Seaport. 20 mi. Meet @9:30am, Grand Army Plaza, 
Brooklyn. 5BBC. Helmets required. 

Fri July 7. Moonlight Ride. Auto-free ride through off- 
the-beaten paths of Central Park. Meet @ 10 pm, 
Columbus Circle. Times Up! 

Sun Sept 10.11th Annual NYC Century Bike Tour. One 
of a kind 25/50/75/100 mi. tour of New York City. 
Benefits Transportation Alternatives. For pix from '99 
see www.transalt.org. Ride brochures will be sent 
out in Summer 2000. 
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Joyride 034 


Reach the (Long) Beach 




Do this ride with 

/ the cast of Baywatch\ \ 2 
/ Okay, you'll have to settle for \ 

/ Clarence and the world famous Hal \ 
Ruzal! Saturday, May 20th. Leaves 
9:30am sharp from Prospect Park (see 
below). Bring a spare tube. We'll lunch 
in Long Beach, spend an hour at the 

\ j 

\ naintain a pace of 10-12 mph. / 
\ (This should not be your first / ^ 
1 N. ride of the season!) S' 


O pen up any NYC bike map and look waaaaay down in 
the lower right corner. That's Long Beach in Nassau 
County and you can get there from here. Though it's a 
long way-55 miles round trip—it's a very fun way to get 
in a workout and a dose of sun. Good things: little stopping , few 
turns and hardly any traffic lights. Bad: potential for omnipresent 

; SfART Prospect P _ ark entrance at Grand Army Plaza. 

; Enter Park. 

; 1.6 Exit South end. Go halfway 
; 'round traffic circle and 
; continue on Coney Island 
I Avenue. 

; 2.1 L Albemarle (don't miss 
■ it!) 

; 2.4 R Rugby Road 
I 4.0 L Ave K 
| 4.6 R Bedford 
; 7.4 L Emmons 

I 8.0 Enter Shore Parkway 
; Bike Path at Bingham 
I 14.0 L Pennsylvania 
| 15.0 R Cozine 
; 16.2 L Crescent 
I 16.6 R Loring (continue around 
1 dirt pile "dead end" 

; becomes 149th St on 

; other side) 

! 17.5 R 84th St 

I 17.9 R Shore Parkway, then L 156th 
I Ave which becomes 84th again 

; under overpass 

I 18.9 LI 64th Ave 

| 19.3 R Cross Bay Boulevard Bike Lane. Go over Abadabo 
1 Bridge. 

; 23.1 L at end of bike lane to cross over Veteran's 
I Memorial Bridge. 


headwind. Best: if you get too tired to return, you can bail out via 
the LIRR in Long Beach (remember to bring your bike pass) or hop 
on the A train (only five miles away in the Rockaways). Route out 
is 32 miles; return is 23. 

Note: Due to Marine Parkway Bridge closure (see pg. 6), this route 
uses the Veteran's Memorial Bridge. 

24.0 At end of ramp continue L j 
(East) on Beach Channel Drive; 
26.7 Pass under subway | 
trestle. Becomes Seagirt ; 
Blvd. * ; 

28.3 Look for bike signs, ; 
veer R on sidewalk to ; 
cross Atlantic Beach ; 
Bridge ! 

28.8 L Park, becomes ; 
Beech ■ 

31.6 R New York Ave j 
31.7 YOU'VE REACHED THE 
BEACH! ! 

For the return re-trace your I 
steps back to Howard Beach. 1 
After passing around dirt pile on ; 
Loring, continue, then pick up the ; 
following directions.... « 

47.1 L Crescent j 

47.4 R Cozine ! 

49.4 L 103rd j 

49.5 R Flatlands Ave j 

50.0 R 94th St. | 

51.0 L Ave A, R 92nd St., R Church, L E 95st to cross Linden ! 
Blvd safely I 

52.2 L East NY j 

52.3 R Rochester, THEN immediate L on Crown ; 

54.0 R Washington Ave ! 

54.6 L Eastern Parkway back to Grand Army I 


Clarence! 


Brooklyn's Left Bank ... Reprise 

Sunday, June 25, Meet at 9:30 am sharp, Brooklyn 
Borough Hall, Cadman Plaza at Montague St. (Ride 
there or 2,3,4,5 to Boro Hall; N,R to Court St; A, F to 
Borough Hall: or G to Hoyt Schermerhorn) 

30 miles, mostly flat. All day event, plan to have lunch 
with us. Special new addition: a guided tour of the 
paradisiacal Brooklyn Botanic Garden. 


So you love Brooklyn? Well, do come enjoy the eclec¬ 
tic mix of parks, harbor & river views, historical sites 
and interesting architecture of Brownstone and 
waterfront Brooklyn. Ride through the fascinating 
communities of South Brooklyn Heights, Red Hook, 
Gowanus, Park Slope, Weeksville, Bed-Stuy, Clinton 
Hill, Williamsburg, Greenpoint and Vinegar Hill. 
Multiple stops to take in especially noteworthy street 
scenery and visit with special guest speakers who 


will welcome us into some outstanding structures. 
We will also explore specific street designs and a pio¬ 
neering example of gorgeously designed (though 
later mutilated and semi-displaced by an express¬ 
way) working class housing. 

Leaders: Seth Asher and Phil Goldberg 
Helmets required; folks under 18 should bring a par¬ 
ent or guardian; waivers required. Sponsored by T.A. 
and the 5BBC. (Free of course!) 
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Letters 


Kudos From India 

Dear T.A.: 

I do not know how to congratulate and 
thank you for the wonderful work you are 
doing. It is vastly inspiring. Conditions for 
pedestrians and cyclists in India, in the 
cities as well as the countryside, are 
appalling, to say the least. I wish you the 
very best. 

Vidyadhar Date 

Special Correspondent, Times of India 
Mumbai, India 

Thank you for your kind words. Our col¬ 
leagues at the Institute of Transportation 
Development Policy (ITDP) are working in 
India and across the globe to improve the 
lot of pedestrians and bicyclists. -Ed. 

Cyclists = City Bellweather 

Dear Park Slope Courier Editors: 

[In reply to a reader's letter] "The streets 
are dangerous for bicyclists AND pedes¬ 
trians." 

Bicyclists are the canaries of the city 
streets. When a miner takes a canary 
down into the mine, he doesn't start 
yelling that the bird is lazy or crazy when 
it keels over. The miner realizes that a 
dead bird is telling him that there is 
something wrong with the environment 
in the mine. 

When people in the city start yelling at 
bicycles and want to restrict them, it's 
like yelling at the miner's canary for 
falling down. People are entirely missing 
the point; there is something seriously 
wrong with the environment of the city 
when something as small and simple as a 
bicycle is causing all this ruckus. 

The major things wrong with the city 
environment can be summed up in the 
three E’s: Engineering, Enforcement and 
Education. 

The engineering design of the streets is 
wrong, squeezing too many ears, too fast, 
into too little space. There is no room left 
for cyclists on the roadways and no safe 
way for pedestrians to cross with high 
speed traffic. Sidewalks have been nar¬ 
rowed all over the city. [The intersection 
at] Adams and Tillary [Streets in Brook¬ 
lyn] is absolutely the worst place for 
bicyclists and pedestrians, with two 
expressway style roads converging at that 
intersection and no safe way to cross. 

The enforcement of traffic rules toward 
all traffic users, in particular towards 
motor vehicle operators, is biased, ineffi¬ 
cient and ineffective. Cyclists who do 
obey the law can expect absolutely no 


help or support from our police. 

And there is no education of motorists, 
cyclists or pedestrians as to their rights 
and responsibilities. The knowledge 
required to pass the driving test is a joke, 
with our local 2nd and 3rd grade stu¬ 
dents getting passing grades. 

Finally, the canary is telling us that the 
city has simply allowed far too much 
traffic into too small a space for every¬ 
one's safety and sanity. It's not the bicy¬ 
clist or the canary at fault. 

Steve Faust, AICP 
Brooklyn, NY 

Savior CityRack 

Dear DOT: 

I wanted to thank you very much for 
putting a bike rack on Park Avenue. Now I 
can commute to work on my bicycle. 
What a pleasure! To be honest with you, I 
didn't think anything would be accom¬ 
plished by sending in the Bike Rack 
Request form. I am glad that I was 
wrong. 

You have raised my quality of life in New 
York City. Thanks again! 

Joyce Blint 
New York, NY 

Upper West Side Worries 

Dear T.A.: 

I'm writing because I’d like to know more 
about Transportation Alternatives. I've 
seen it described as a pedestrian and 
cyclist advocacy group, and while I'm all 
in favor of bicycles, I'm outraged by bicy¬ 
clists who ignore traffic lights and who 
ride on sidewalks, which is epidemic on 
the Upper West Side. 

I'm similarly outraged by drivers who run 
red lights, speed, block intersections and 
roadways without a care about pedestri¬ 
ans and race to get ahead of pedestrians 
as they cross at the light. 

I've written to the mayor's office about 
all this but to no avail. I've also com¬ 
plained to the police in my neighborhood. 
Again, to no avail. I regularly share the 
sidewalks with bicyclists, and I regularly 
suffer with drivers who pull all of the 
above and more. 

John Cochran 
New York, NY 

Thanks for writing, John. T.A. is hard at 
work making streets safer for pedestrians 
and bicyclists. To teach the rules of the 
road, our Give Respect/Get Respect cam¬ 
paign has staged several outreach actions 
aimed at motorists and bicyclists, includ¬ 
ing several in your neighborhood. T.A. is 


also working with elected leaders and the 
police to encourage restaurants owners to 
train their delivery persons to stay off 
sidewalks. -Ed. 

Bike Friendly Strumming 

Dear T.A.: 

I want you to know I've hung John Law¬ 
son's photo [cover of the March/April 
issue] in the window of my guitar shop. I 
was there on my Schwinn that January 9 
and was filled with remorse and anger. 
Just yesterday on my Sunday ride, a dri¬ 
ver who thought I wasn't far enough to 
the right, gunned his engine, sped past 
me with no more than an inch between 
me and his two-ton weapon. 

I've been cycling since 1955 and still 
have my '55 Schwinn. I ride every day, 
and although I've only been hit twice, I 
count my blessings over the thousand 
close calls. Thanks for all your under¬ 
standing. 

I would like to offer any T.A. member an 
8% discount in my store (Carmine Street 
Guitars, 42 Carmine Street, NYC, 212- 
691-8400). 

R.C. Kelly 
New York, NY 

Administrative Position Available 
The Institute for Transportation and 
Development Policy (ITDP/ 
www.itdp.org) seeks a part time office 
administrator. Cycling and/or interna¬ 
tional interest/experience a plus. 

Fax or email resume and cover letter 
212-629-8033 or to steely@igc.org. 
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Calendar 


For updated event information and last minute changes, see T.A.'s web calendar at 

http://www.transalt.org/calendar/index.html 


May 


Sun. 7 10 am-4 pm. Bike NY. Volunteer at the T.A. 
table at the Bike NY Finish in SI. For more info or to 
sign up call Cassie @ T.A. or admin@transalt.org. 

Tues. 9 7 pm. T.A. Bronx Chapter Meeting. Norwood 
Beacon Youth Center, Middle School 80.149 
Mosholu Parkway (Corner of Van Cortlandt Ave. 
East). For more info call Rich: 718-653-2203. 

Wed. 10 6-9 pm. Volunteer Night T.A. office. Yes you 
may help us out! Swing by for snacks, drinks and 
stuffing envelopes. Call T.A. office for more details. 

Mon. 15 6:30 pm. Brooklyn Committee monthly meet¬ 
ing. EcoBooks. 192 5th Ave., Brooklyn. Call T.A. 
office for more details. 

Mon.-Sun. 15-21. Bike Week. A week-long, New 
York City bicycling celebration full of rides, 
breakfasts and other fun activities. For more info, 
or to volunteer, Call T.A. office. For a schedule of 
events, check the calendar at www.transalt.org. 

Tues. 23 6-8 pm. Auto-Free NY Meeting. T.A. 
office. Speaker: TBA. For more info call George: 
212-475-3394. 

Wed. 31 6-9 pm. Volunteer Night. T.A. office. 

Longer days mean you can stay up longer— lend 
your favorite bicycle and pedestrian advocacy 
organization a hand! Call T.A. office for more 
details. 


The Good Deeds 
Continue... 

On the second and last Wednesday of each 
month, T.A. becomes a beehive of activity as 
folks gather for the evening's event - 
Volunteer Night! It's usually a big bunch of 
mailings, but you never know what will 
happen and who will be there. The topics vary, 
but there's never a shortage of advice - if you 
want it of course. Call 212-629-8080 or 
drop in. 

Join us on these nights: May 10 Ft 
31 / June 14 Ft 28 -- come by 
anytime after 6pm 



June 


TBA. Give/Get Respect. Direct action encouraging 
better understanding, relations and respect between 
cyclists, pedestrians and motorists. For more info call 
Susan at T.A. 

Sat. 3 10 am. T.A. Bronx Chapter Ferry Point Park 
clean-up. Help us beautify this park. Meet @ 9 am, 
Botanical Garden Metro North, or @ 10 am, Schurz & 
Emerson Aves. For more info call Rich: 718-653-2203. 

Wed. 14 6-9 pm. Volunteer Night. T.A. office. Only six 
months left to rack up points for Volunteer of the 
Year... Call T.A. office for more details. 

Mon. 19 6:30 pm. Brooklyn Committee monthly 
meeting. EcoBooks. 192 5th Ave., Brooklyn. Call 
T.A. office for more details. 

Tues. 27 6-8 pm. Auto-Free NY Meeting. T.A. 
office. Speaker: TBA. For more info call George: 
212-475-3394. 

Wed. 28 6-9 pm. Volunteer Night. T.A. office. 
Drop by for your fill of letters, envelopes and 
cuisine catered by Jack's World. Call T.A. office 
for more details. 

TBA. Auto-Free Central Park Committee Meet¬ 
ing. Call T.A. office for more details. 


Classifieds 


Classified ads are free for members, subject to a 3-line limit depending on space. Mail, fax, or e-mail ads to T.A. by June 15th for the next issue. One issue run unless 
requested otherwise. Fax: 212-629-8334 / e-mail: info@transalt.org. Not for commercial use. 


For Sale: 55cm Bertoni racing frame with Columbus MAX tubing, STI compo¬ 
nents, look pedals $750. 56 cm Woodrup touring frame with Reynolds 531 
tubing, mix of Ultegra, 105 and XT components with almost new 3X9 drive- 
train, look pedals, front and rear racks $950. 52cm Trek Aluminum road frame 
1 X 8 speed 105 STI components, a fast city bike $300. 52cm Schwinn touring 
frame with Tange tubing and custom racks. $100 for frame or can be set up 
with spare parts. Blackburn Magnetic trainer $80. Mavic Classic Pro Wheels 
$275. Park Truing Stand $95. Nightrider Digital Pro 12 (used twice) $225 and 
assorted solo touring equipment. Call Eric: 718-349-3654. 

For Sale: Kryptonite Lock with 3ft chain. Never used. $70. Call Floward: 212- 
243-5483.For Sale: Road Gear roof rack w/2 Flammerhead fork mount bicycle 
carriers. For Volvo 940 GL. $75 or best offer. Call Ted: 718-636-0717. 


For Sale: Road Bike. Giant 980C Cadex (1991). 57 cm bonded carbon fiber 
frame, Shimano 105SC components, look pedals, ridden less than 25 miles. 
Excellent condition. $350. Call John: 212-807-1287 or JJKearns@Earthlink.net. 
For Sale: Timbuk2 Dee Dog messenger bag -2100 sq. inches- 2nd biggest 
they make-blue and orange panels, good condition, $25 obo. Contact Neel at 
T.A.: 212-629-8080 or ped@transalt.org. 

Wanted: Rider(s) to accompany senior woman wishing to do the Central Park 
Loop daily, mornings, starting 6am or daylight. Must return to West 90's by 
7:30am latest. Call Joanne: 212-678-1177. 

For Sale: Trek 520, Touring Bike 21", green, computer, mint condition, less 
than 1,000 miles. 2 panniers and handlebar bag. $525. Call John: 516-432- 
9116. 


CYCLING ACCIDENT CLAIMS 

Legal Counsel, Representation and Litigation 

"Twenty years of cycling experience has made me painfully 
aware of the injuries caused byroad accidents." 

My office represents fellow cyclists who have been injured by careless 
motorists...There is no charge to discuss your legal rights in any 
situation where you have suffered injury or damage. A fee is charged 
when compensation is obtained from the motorist's insurance company. 

For further information and complimentary consultation contact: 

Barton L. Slavin, Esq. 

(212) 233-1010 


184 havemeyer, basement, btwn S3rd &S4th 

Williamsburg, brooklyn 

718.599.6377 

JHURS-SUN, 11-7 

0=F \ SPOKEN 



MORE THAN 100 U S EI 
priced starting at 
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We’re counting on 
you, our members, _ ^ 

to help win safer | 

cycling by putting 
the heat on City Hall. 

I 


— It is an outrage that 35 

^ cyclists died in 1999 and the 

city has still done nothing. 

No special police task force, 
no outreach or education for 
cyclists, no “Share the Road” 
education for motorists, no 
H TV or radio advertisements, 

1 no new bike lanes—no nothing. 

'r 1. Send in the enclosed postcard 

7 ^*- to the mayor. 

N 2. Write, fax, email, or call your 
city councilmember and tell 
them to hold an oversight hear- 

— ing on the city’s failure to make 
cycling safer. (Look on the NYC 
or T.A. web site [www.transalt.org] 
for info.) 

3. Join the monthly City Hall vigil 
held by T.A. and Right of Way 
(Meet at noon on the 15th of 
each month on the east side of 
City Hall). 

4. Keep riding and asserting your 
right to the road. 










